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THE URSULINE ACADEMY ILFORD 

A Catholic Academy for Girls 

Weekly News – Issue 31 

                                                              27th May 2022 

 

  

Dear Parents/Guardians 

Headteacher’s Headlines… 
You will be pleased to hear that Governors have now appointed my replacement for September. Mrs. 

Fiona Stone is currently Deputy Headteacher at La Sainte Union in North London.  I met with her today to 

begin the handover and make preparations for next year.  She is an experienced deputy and is keen to 

continue the traditions at Ursuline.  I am confident she will do a fantastic job and I know staff and you as 

parents will support her in the coming months and years.  I wish her every success.  Serviam!  

 

Next week is half term and I know students and staff will welcome the break, especially 

those students who are currently sitting exams. It has been another busy week with news 

of the Year 10 Theatre trip, The Youth SVP group and lots of STEM news! The STEM team 

go from strength to strength with another Award from TeenTech as a centre of creativity. Next month sees 

many more STEM activities going on with the BP Ultimate STEM Challenge, the MACE student design 

competition and our Year 10 team going to The Big Bang in Birmingham as Finalists. More on that in June! 

Well done to all involved!  

 

I have had to deal again this week with some online bullying on Snapchat in the younger years. 

Please ensure you check your daughter’s phone/devices regularly and speak to her about the 

need for thoughtful behaviour. Girls really should not be given a SMART phone until they are 

mature enough to use is wisely. In meetings with parents this week it is clear that girls do not 

always understand the consequences of their actions and are oblivious to the harm they can cause with 

their words.  

 

I hope everyone has a lovely half term holiday and that you all enjoy the extra Bank Holiday in 

honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee!  

 

 

Keran Reilly 

Headteacher 
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Careers News, Pages 11 – 14 The Word, Pages 15 - 20

Chaplaincy News 

Pope Francis@Pontifex – 26th May 2022 

Let us #PrayTogether for educational institutions, schools and universities in particular, that they 

might be transparent, active, welcoming, responsible communities, in a fruitful climate of 

cooperation, exchange and dialogue, valuing each and every person. #LaudatoSi7 

 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 

May: Prudence 

27th May: Put all your zeal and strength into carrying out your duty. 

28th May: One must be careful and prudent. 

29th May: Jesus Christ will enlighten you about what you have to do. 

30th May: Kindly be attentive, with great and longing heart. 

31st May: Keep to the ancient way and custom of the Church, established and confirmed by so many Saints 

under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

June: Ask 

1st June: Pray to him, humble yourselves under his great power. 

2nd June: I assure you that every grace you ask from God will infallibly be granted to you 

 

 

 

Youth SVP Group 

Earlier in the year our Youth SVP 

group held a fundraising competition 

to start raising funds for The St. 

Vincent de Paul Society. 

The girls worked hard promoting and creating a "Guess the 

number of eggs" competition that was won by Ismah 

Chaudhary in Year 8. 

Congrats Ismah! Don't eat all those eggs at once :-) 

Winning eggs presented by Gabrielle and Norah our Youth 

SVP Secretaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleo Gammon, Chaplain 
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Drama News 

& JULIET 

THE MOST FAMOUS LOVE STORY OF ALL 
TIME. REMIXED.     

What if Juliet’s famous ending was really just her beginning? What if she decided to choose her 
own fate? 

  

Join Juliet on this sensational journey of self-discovery and second chances, told through some of 
the most glittering pop anthems of the last three decades from legendary songwriter Max Martin, 
including …Baby One More Time, Since U Been Gone, Roar, Everybody (Backstreet’s 
Back), Love Me Like You Do and Can’t Feel My Face. 

  

& Juliet is the hilariously irreverent new musical that proves when it comes to love, there’s always 
life after Romeo… 

On Friday 20th May, our Year 10 

GCSE Drama students went to 

watch the matinee production of & 

Juliet at The Shaftesbury Theatre. 

The production was brilliant – from 

the dazzling set, the fantastic 

performances from the talented 

cast and the crowd-pleasing song 

and dance numbers. The Year 10 

students thoroughly enjoyed the 

show and are busy evaluating it in 

preparation for their written 

examination for the Drama GCSE. 

Ms Milne, Head of Drama 
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Library News 

 

The Queen’s Jubilee 

 

Congratulations to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll on 

her Platinum Jubilee. 

Thank you to Sixth Formers Heena and Tehreem Mir 

who helped to put up our library display this week. 

For more books to explore go to the Big Jubilee Read 

 

https://readingagency.org.uk/news/media/the-reading-agency-and-bbc-arts-launch-national-reading 

Ms Finlay, LRC Manager 

 

 

 

Year 9 Science: End of year exam 
 

Dear Year 9,  

The date for your end of year science exam is Monday 4th July. Your Science teachers will explain how this 

will work to you in your lessons. It is very important that you try your best for this assessment.  

 

Thank you,  

Ms Filipe, Head of Science  

 
 

https://readingagency.org.uk/news/media/the-reading-agency-and-bbc-arts-launch-national-reading
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 STEM News 
            OUTSTANDING STEM CLUB OF THE YEAR 

We were pleased to attend the STEM Inspiration 

Awards at the Natural History Museum’s prestigious Darwin Centre 

and Attenborough Suite last Wednesday. The Awards celebrate the 

people, organisations and STEM clubs that are working to inspire our 

young people in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. As well 

as recognising the initiatives which make a real impact, those that 

spark enthusiasm for STEM subjects and pave the way for careers in 

STEM. The event brings together educators, employers and STEM 

Ambassadors. It is an honour after 12 years of her hard work and 

dedication, the UAI STEM club led by Mrs Russell has won the STEM 

Learning UK ‘Outstanding STEM club of 2022’. This award celebrates 

sustained and long-term engagement with young people through 

STEM Clubs. All the hard work has certainly paid off, congratulations!  

This award also recognises all of the work, time and effort our 

students commit to STEM. They are contributing to increasing the number of females in STEM by 

continuing to study and engage in successful careers within this field. I am so happy for all involved and 

look forward to see what the future holds. Mrs N. Riaz.   

 

As a female physics teacher, I am passionate about addressing the gender imbalance in STEM subjects. 

Attending the awards ceremony brought to light the inspirational work and efforts of all STEM 

Ambassadors in London, who are aiming to be more inclusive and increase promotion of STEM to Young 

women. I am eager to partake in further such opportunities. Ms H. Tallat.  

 

This award is an acknowledgement to all those hundreds of students since 2010 for their efforts and 

dedication, a place where every student’s project work is valued and respected, because without them this 

would not have been possible. Well done to everyone who have passed through the doors of the DT, IT, 

Physics and the Science departments. Thank you STEM Learning for this honour, this is an award for us 

all!  Mrs R Russell.  

 

We were all very proud to attend the STEM Learning awards last week and honoured with an award which 

is very well deserved due to the very hard work and dedication of firstly our brilliant students but also the 

dedicated staff who have given up their time for the benefit of these students. Mrs Russell needs a special 

mention for her dedication for the last 12 years in setting up this club and developing it to such an 

amazing degree and success, this award was richly deserved.  Former DT subject leader Mrs E. Reilly. 
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What a lovely surprise it was to learn that our School’s STEM club had been recognised and honoured by 

STEM Learning UK. The biggest honour goes to our students who have believed in this journey of discovery 

and learning and have dedicated their lunchtimes and sometimes after-school & holidays towards the club 

and projects that we have undertaken.  In my time here at UAI, its simply been a privilege and honour to 

be able to support and nurture our students engage with STEM, a journey that began years ago by Rose 

Russell our STEM coordinator, our former DT Lead Ed Reilly and adeptly supported by our IT teacher 

Naimah Riaz, our colleagues within the Academy and the Senior Leadership team who have and still 

support our efforts in STEM! Thank you for believing that together, We Can! continue to raise the profile of 

STEM, working with us to develop students to become lifelong learners – Mrs. A.  Kodi-Pecku 

 

 

 

We also received more good news from TeenTech that the school has been graded 

silver for the Centre of Innovation & Creativity 2022. Mrs. A.  Kodi-Pecku 

 
 

 

Year 9 Competition Winners Heading to the Olympic Park 
 

A competition by Mace Group Ltd, to design a new community centre in your local area, appealed to a 
team of Year 9’s.  The requirement specified the centre be next to a park, with plenty of green space has a 
bus stop and cycle pathways. In addition, their centre should be welcoming, accessible to everyone and 
should be able to accommodate 4 multi-use rooms, an office for the employees and toilets. Plus, designs 
should be created using the Google Sketchup software. Students had to factor in sustainable solutions to 
the ageing society, biodiversity and adaptable/accessible facilities as well as learn a new software to 
submit their entry.  
 
Last week the Year 9 team calling themselves MVH, were delighted to receive a personal email announcing 
the good news that they were overall winners in their category.  The Judges’ comments were very 
complementary, it was noted that the standard of their entry exceeded the judges’ expectations and they 
were extremely impressed by the thought, skill and talent of the work submitted. 
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The competition was judged by one of Mace’s apprentices at Euston Station; Jason Millett, Mace’s Head of 
Consultancy; and Davendra Dabasia, MD of Mace’s International Consultancy who have worked on iconic 
projects including the Olympic Park in Stratford and the Dubai Expo.    Congratulations and well-done 
Ladies!   DT STEM Team  
 
Dear Nahian, Holly, Alisha & Veda, 
 
Thank you very much for entering Mace’s Design Competition. We were delighted to receive your entry and 
appreciate how much effort has gone into it.  
 
Out of forty entries, yours was shortlisted into the final ten; and I am pleased to inform you that your entry 
was selected as the overall winner in the ‘hand drawn’ category. The judges felt your entry showed an 
excellent level of detail and creativity. Your prize will be £100 high street shopping vouchers to split within 
your team (£25 each).  
 
The judges would also like to offer the winners of all three design competition categories, a guided tour of a 
Mace construction project in Stratford in London.  
 
For Mace, this competition has been a chance to celebrate the next generation of designers; we hope that 
you will continue to build your portfolio. Laura Hampson Senior Community & Skills Manager 
 
I feel a great honour having managed my wonderful team in this eco-friendly community centre, it was 
difficult at first and very time consuming and it took a lot of focus. However, pitching our view on what the 
future will be like, and then winning I am enormously proud of my team and our achievement and I am 
very thankful to Mrs Russell and Mrs Kodi-Pecku, and our parents for letting us come into school during the 
half term and complete our project.  Nahian Joyeta 9T 
 
It was a great pleasure to get an opportunity to 
work in this project with this group. Thanks to our 
teachers and helpers supporting us, we were able 
to create an eco-friendly building plan hand-made 
and online. Veda Ramineedi 9T 

I’m filled with joy and ecstatic that we won with 
our project, this was a fun project to work on glad 
that I was part of this. Alisha Pereira 9T  

It was really fun working with my friends on this 
project, I learnt a lot about how to make a building 
be specific to community needs.  Thanks to the 
help of our teachers who helped us worked 
together as a team to make this project on 
time.  It was amazing hearing other Ideas and 
building on them. Holly Moffatt 9J 
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YEAR 7 Cardboard and Paper Modelling to Celebrate the Queens Jubilee 

 

A DT lesson on Paper Modelling to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee.  Students mind-mapped their 

ideas and enjoyed using 2D Design software to amend and recreate 

their own union jack flags. 
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Careers 
 

Undergraduate Open Day 

Saturday 2 July 

Are you ready to kick-start your career in banking and finance? At the London Institute of Banking & 
Finance, we’re ready to help you unlock a world of opportunity in a fast-paced and dynamic industry. 
 
Open days are a fantastic opportunity for you to find out more about our banking and finance courses and 
what makes us different from other universities. Join us on 2 July for our on-campus Undergraduate Open 
Day. Get a taste of student life and learn more about our degree programmes, student support and career 
paths. There’s lots to do around our campus so why not take in the London sights and make it a fun day 
out?  

What can you expect from our open day? 

✏️ Learn more about the career paths for your chosen degree with our Employability and Career Panel, 
including past and present students and our careers team. 

📚 Chat with student ambassadors to discover what life at LIBF is like. 

🎓 Get an in-depth look at our specialist degree programmes with our Higher Education Programmes 
Team, our Library Team and our Student Support Officers. 

📍 Explore the city of London and the heart of the financial district with a guided tour. Did you know that 
we are just a six-minute walk away from London Bridge? 

Register your place for our Open Day 

If you’d like to visit our campus informally, we run weekly drop-in sessions where you can come and 
explore what we have to offer on a one-to-one basis with a member of our admissions team. They’ll give 
you a tour of our campus, tell you more about our degree programmes and answer any questions you may 
have. Not available on Tuesdays? Our team are happy to help arrange a time and day that is suitable for 
you. Drop us an email at admissions@libf.ac.uk to find out more. 

 Book a drop in session 
 
Are you attending any upcoming UCAS fairs? We’ll be exhibiting at East London, Essex, Kent, Birmingham, 
Bedfordshire and Cambridge throughout June so come and say hi. We’d love to see you there! For more 
information on all our upcoming events, check out our Undergraduate page 

======================================================================================= 

 

 

https://nationalcareersweek.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f1a07855a66527ededacb47d&id=7e82c270a6&e=25aeecb3ad
https://nationalcareersweek.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f1a07855a66527ededacb47d&id=7e82c270a6&e=25aeecb3ad
https://nationalcareersweek.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f1a07855a66527ededacb47d&id=09314a801d&e=25aeecb3ad
https://nationalcareersweek.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f1a07855a66527ededacb47d&id=f7f8a8f62c&e=25aeecb3ad
mailto:admissions@libf.ac.uk
https://nationalcareersweek.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f1a07855a66527ededacb47d&id=4ca0130604&e=25aeecb3ad
https://nationalcareersweek.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f1a07855a66527ededacb47d&id=96ab612945&e=25aeecb3ad


 
 

12 
 

 

 

UK University & Apprenticeship Search Virtual Fair 

Our award winning  UK University & Apprenticeship 

Search Virtual Fair is returning on Wednesday 15th June with a wide range of exhibitors from around the 

UK. Students can get answers to all of their questions and participate in live webinars on the day. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for students in years 12, 11 and 10 to find out more about the options available to 

them. The event will also help any undecided year 13s looking to apply in UCAS Extra or Clearing, along 

with helping students narrow down their firm and insurance options. Students and teachers can sign up 

here now for their free place. 

======================================================================================= 

Free Webinars for Medicine, Dentistry and Law 

 

 

Medic Mentor, Dental Mentor, and Law Mentor are hosting 5 FREE LIVE VIRTUAL conferences this 

weekend!  

 

ASPIRING DOCTORS  

 

We’re holding two FREE LIVE Virtual UCAS Get into Medicine Conferences on: 

 

Saturday 28th May - 9:00am - 1:30pm  

Sunday 29th May - 9:00am - 1:30pm.  

 

Dr Kennedy and Dr Siva will lead students through the Medical application process and answer any 

questions they have. 

 

UCAS GET INTO MEDICINE REGISTRATION LINK: https://airtable.com/shr66li3bqG3ZpkPM 

 

Dr Alok Bahl is hosting the Insight into Medicine Conference on:  

 

Saturday 28th May 2pm - 5:30pm  

 

This is a great opportunity for any students hear from to 3 Doctors about their different specialities and 

day-to-day life as a Doctor.  

 

INSIGHT INTO MEDICINE REGISTRATION LINK: https://medicmentor.co.uk/insight-into-medicine-

conference/ 

 

 

http://ukunisearch.vfairs.com/
http://ukunisearch.vfairs.com/
https://ukunisearch.vfairs.com/
https://ukunisearch.vfairs.com/
https://airtable.com/shr66li3bqG3ZpkPM
https://medicmentor.co.uk/insight-into-medicine-conference/
https://medicmentor.co.uk/insight-into-medicine-conference/
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ASPIRING DENTISTS  

 

Aspiring Dentists are invited to join Dr Safiyyah Yacoobali’s UCAS Get into Dentistry conference on:  

 

Sunday 29th May: 2pm - 5:30pm  

 

Dr Yacoobali will guide students and their parents through their application to Dentistry, including writing a 

personal statement that stands out, accessing work experience, preparing for university interviews, and 

more. All attendees must be accompanied by a Parent/Guardian.  

 

UCAS GET INTO DENTISTRY REGISTRATION LINK: https://airtable.com/shr7JL0vaCAzEYUo1 

 

ASPIRING LAW STUDENTS 

 

For any students interested in getting into Law, Chief Law Mentor Judge Emma Serrano will be hosting the 

UCAS Get into Law Conference on:  

 

Saturday 28th May: 2:00pm - 6:00pm 

 

All attendees must be accompanied by a Parent/Guardian.  

 

UCAS GET INTO LAW REGISTRATION LINK: https://airtable.com/shr7uGaU9ZMlpoXQq 

=============================================================================================== 

Your Future Summer School – Places available 

University of East London 

 
Are you wondering what it will be like to study at university? The 

University of East London is very excited to announce our Summer School Challenge 2022. We will be 
offering a three-day on campus experience to students, aged 16-18, across a variety of exciting subject 
areas. 
Event Date: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 (There are 8 other dates available) 

View Event  Institution Profile  

For details of other universities click here https://unitasterdays.com/search.aspx  

======================================================================================= 

CMS Law Scholarships and/or 

Work experience opportunity 

 

Here at CMS, we believe that a career in law should be accessible to all. As the 6th 

largest law firm in the world, with 9 offices in the UK and 80 offices globally, we are delighted to be 

https://airtable.com/shr7JL0vaCAzEYUo1
https://airtable.com/shr7uGaU9ZMlpoXQq
https://unitasterdays.com/Search.aspx?IID=298
https://unitasterdays.com/events/event/68022/your-future-summer-school
https://unitasterdays.com/events/event/68022/your-future-summer-school
https://unitasterdays.com/events/event/68022/your-future-summer-school
https://unitasterdays.com/events/event/68022/your-future-summer-school
https://unitasterdays.com/events/event/68022/your-future-summer-school
https://unitasterdays.com/institution/298/university-of-east-london-events
https://unitasterdays.com/search.aspx
https://unitasterdays.com/institution/298/university-of-east-london-events
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launching two programmes to support your future career; CMS Law Scholarships and CMS Connect 

(formerly PRIME). 

1. CMS Law Scholarships  
  

Since 2012, we’ve helped some of the brightest and most creative legal minds launch their career and you 

could be next! 

Our scholarships are for students committed to pursuing university and from backgrounds which research 

shows are less likely to achieve a place at a prestigious university.  

Across the UK, 10 successful applicants will benefit from:  

• Financial support (£2500 per year) during their university studies 
• Mentoring during their UCAS applications 
• Paid work experience during their first year of University  

  

Eligibility  

Scholarships are aimed at students who will be the first generation in their family to go to university. There 

are also certain financial criteria, such as free school meal eligibility that students need to meet. Full details 

of these and how to apply can be found on our dedicated Scholarships website: 

https://www.cmsearlytalent.com/programmes/law-scholarships/    

2. CMS Connect (formerly PRIME) 
   

Our work experience programme is designed for school and college students who might think a career in 

law is out of reach.  

We will show you what is possible, upskilling you on the available routes into the profession including 

apprenticeships AND the traditional university route.  

During the two-year sustained programme of support, you will develop skills that all employers look out 

for, not just those in the legal profession. This happens through:  

• Paid work experience in year 12/S5 (8 - 12 August 2022) 

• Mentoring 

• Application advice and guidance  
 

We will be running CMS Connect in our London, Bristol, Sheffield, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen 

offices.   

To find out more, check eligibility and apply, visit: www.cmsearlytalent.com/programmes/work-

experience/   

Applications for both programmes open on 3 May 2022.  

============================================================ 

Ms Finlay, Careers Coordinator 
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