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THE URSULINE ACADEMY ILFORD 

A Catholic Academy for Girls 

Weekly News – Issue 26 

                                                            3rd April 2020 

 

  

Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

Headteacher’s Headlines… 
 

Well we have finally reached what would have been the end of term. It has been a very strange two weeks 

and most of us are sad not to be together for our Lenten services and preparations for Easter. This end of 

term sees us say goodbye to 2 members of staff, Mrs Marriott who has secured a job nearer to home and 

Ms Siva who will be going on maternity leave. Mrs Marriott has been at the school since September 2008 

and has left us all a little goodbye message on Page 8.  We thank her for her service to the school and wish 

her all the best in her new position. 

 

I have told staff not to set any work over the ‘Easter holiday’ as it is important that they and the girls take 

time out to spend with family and have a break. Please ensure your daughter gets enough exercise and is 

looking after her mental health, trying to have a routine is important as is going to bed at a sensible time 

and not spending too much of the morning in bed.  

 

For Year 11 and 13 Girls and parents we have at last received the guidance from Ofqual regarding the 

award of GCSE and A Level grades. I am attaching the guidance, and this will also be emailed to parents. 

There remain details that need clarification and we will be having ongoing discussions regarding 

implementation of the guidance in the most transparent and fair way possible. 

In the meantime, I would suggest that you keep on top of learning and keep calm. 

Please see below advice received this morning: 

'It important that wherever possible students in Year 13 and especially in Year 11 are kept meaningfully 

engaged in learning. All the research on the suspension of education tells us that the longer the break in 

formal education, the greater both the learning loss.  If students, in particular, were to stop being 

meaningfully taught in April and not re-engage with formal education until September, there will be a 

very significant loss of learning.' 

A great advantage of our Ursuline school community is that our teachers know you well and will always 

have your best interests at heart. Please apply yourself to the tasks set for you by your teachers and try to 

stay focused. Once the grades have been finalised and submitted, we will upload some prep work for A 

Level to keep the girls ticking over, I know some staff have done this already.  
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Considering we are not in school this is a pretty packed Newsletter (33 

pages!) so please ensure you read it carefully as new information and 

class codes are issued. I am so grateful to staff who have continued to 

work hard from home to support the girls.  

 

This week Ursuline did our bit to help the NHS by donating all our 

safety glasses used in Science and DT to frontline workers. We hope 

this will be of some help. See photo right 

 

Please follow the school on Facebook, I have been posting some 
activities and news on there and it is another way we can keep in 
virtual contact with our girls and parents  

 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Ursuline- Academy-Ilford-391419821200584/  

 

As we approach Holy Week, we have heard from the Cardinal Vincent Nicols that Catholics have been 

relieved of our ‘Easter duties’ however please do not forget this most special time in our liturgical year and 

set aside some time for prayer and reflection. Many parishes have been live streaming Mass, I myself have 

joined with St. Anthony’s in Forest Gate for Mass and prayer. Brentwood Catholic Youth Service are also 

offering live streaming of all Easter services with the Youth Chaplain, Fr. Dominic Howarth. Please see links 

below on how to access these services.  

I hope and pray that you all have a happy and holy Easter and that we can all be together again very soon. 

God bless. 

Keran Reilly.  

We have been asked to pass on the following information from Redbridge… 

 All of the Council’s Children’s Play Areas and Ball Courts are closed to help reduce the spread of 

coronavirus, because it can survive for 12 hours on metal and 36 hours on plastic.  

 

Please do not put your children at risk by ignoring these closures. The Council has taped off all play 

areas as hazardous or locked those with fences. Please don’t remove that hazard tape or lift children 

over locked fences because it creates an unnecessary and significant risk to you and your children. 

The Council would prefer not to have to close parks completely and hopes to avoid this with 

everyone adhering to the request not to enter areas that are marked with hazard tape or locked 

 

If you do visit a park for walking or exercise, please remember to keep a distance of 2 metres, or 6.5 

feet apart from other people. If you find a park is too overcrowded, please visit at another time or 

view Google for real time visitor numbers. We know parks are a vital lifeline for many of you so 

please help us keep them open by not entering the play areas and ball courts that are out of bounds 

so that you can still access the space but do what is necessary to protect you and your family and to 

support the NHS. 

http://www.facebook.com/The-Ursuline-
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And we have been asked to pass on the following from our Safer Schools Team… 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We find ourselves in unchartered territory during this International Covid19 Pandemic.  Whilst the majority 

of us are having to deal with new ways in which we live, work and educate, a small number of individuals 

are taking advantage of this situation and using it for their own criminal gains.  There have been a number 

of identified scams that have been posted to online social media and mobile phone direct messaging 

platforms, email and door to door contact.  As your Safer Schools Officer, we would like to encourage both 

parents/carers and pupils alike to stop, think and research the authenticity prior to engaging or re-posting 

any message in order to prevent becoming a victim of this criminal activity. 

The attached document is from law enforcement, government and private sectors partners who are 

working together to encourage members of the public to be more vigilant against fraud. You can also find 

our Little Book of Cyber Scams and animations videos for online safety and fraud prevention at 

www.met.police.uk/littlemedia 

Kind regards                                                                                                                                                                             

Redbridge Safer Schools Team 

Follow the Government advice to protect the NHS and save lives. 

                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

Beware fraud and scams during Covid-19 pandemic fraud  

Criminals are using the Covid-19 pandemic to scam the public – don’t become a victim. 

Law enforcement, government and private sectors partners are working together to encourage members 

of the public to be more vigilant against fraud, particularly about sharing their financial and personal 

information, as criminals seek to capitalise on the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Criminals are experts at impersonating people, organisations and the police. 

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let your guard down for just a moment. 

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or information could keep you 

safe. 

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s ok to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush or 

panic you. 

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a scam and report it to Action Fraud*. 

Your bank or the police will NEVER ask you to transfer money or move it to a safe account. 

http://www.met.police.uk/littlemedia
http://ncaintranet/Pages/Default.aspx
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Criminals are targeting people looking to buy medical supplies online, sending emails offering fake medical 

support and scamming people who may be vulnerable or increasingly isolated at home. These frauds try to 

lure you in with offers that look too good to be true, such as high return investments and ‘healthcare 

opportunities’, or make appeals for you to support bogus charities or those who are ill. 

Reports from the public have already included online shopping scams where people have ordered 

protective face masks, hand sanitiser, and other products, which have never arrived and a number of cases 

have been identified where fake testing kits have been offered for sale.  

Criminals are also using Government branding to try to trick people, including reports of using HMRC 

branding to make spurious offers of financial support through unsolicited emails, phone calls and text 

messages. 

This situation is likely to continue, with criminals looking to exploit further consequences of the pandemic, 

such as exploiting financial concerns to ask for upfront fees for bogus loans, offering high-return 

investment scams, or targeting pensions.  

Huge increases in the number of people working remotely mean that significantly more people will be 

vulnerable to computer service fraud where criminals will try and convince you to provide access to your 

computer or divulge your logon details and passwords. It is also anticipated that there will be a surge in 

phishing scams or calls claiming to be from government departments offering grants, tax rebates, or 

compensation.  

Detailed counter fraud advice is available online, including from Scamsmart, ActionFraud, CIFAS, Take Five 

to Stop Fraud, Citizens Advice, Trading Standards and the National Cyber Security Centre.  

If you believe or know that you have been the victim of fraud, you can report to Action Fraud can be done 

online at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling  0300 123 2040 

To report offers of financial assistance from HMRC contact phishing@hmrc.gov.uk  

 

 

 

https://www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://www.cifas.org.uk/
https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/check-if-something-might-be-a-scam/
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
mailto:phishing@hmrc.gov.uk
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Chaplaincy News 
 

Pope Francis@Pontifex – 3rd April       

There are some who are already thinking about after the epidemic, and all the problems that will 
arise regarding poverty, work, hunger. Let us #PrayTogether for all the people who are helping 

today, but who are also thinking about how to help us tomorrow. 
 

 

 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 

 
 

April: Charity  
3rd April: God has ordained from all eternity that those who are united in doing good enjoy every 
prosperity.  
4th April: Strive to act solely out of the sole love of God.  
5th April: Bear with them all equally, for it is not up to you to judge.  
6th April: Living all united in heart, you will be like a mighty fortress.  
7th April: Let them have Jesus Christ for their only treasure, for there also will be love.  
8th April: Obey God and each creature for love of God, as nothing is commanded against the honour of God 
and of one’s own integrity.  
9th April: Let all their deeds and words flow from charity.  
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Mass from St Anthony’s Forest Gate 
The link is http://stantonysforestgate.com/ Just scroll down 

to "Click here for our live stream...." This will take you onto 

their YouTube site which you can subscribe to and watch at 

your leisure or watch Mass live at 10.00 am each day. 

 

 

Also, daily masses with Brentwood Catholic Youth Service. 

Join Brentwood Catholic Youth Service at Walsingham House for daily masses streamed live at 10.30am in 

their chapel. You can do this by visiting their website http://www.bcys.net/  scrolling to the bottom of the 

page and clicking into their instagram account @brentwoodcys.  

 

Full details of how to log on to the masses are provided in the pictures below.  

 

BCYS will also be using all their social media to help with tips and hints for young people about social 

isolation, and safe ways they can serve the vulnerable in their neighbourhood, putting love and faith into 

action. So please have a good look at their facebook page too.  

http://stantonysforestgate.com/
http://www.bcys.net/
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Just wanted to say..... Goodbye Ursuline x 

To all of you lovely Ursuline girls out there... It may come as a surprise to you, but I am leaving 

to join a new school after Easter. It's simply because my commute was too long, and I needed a 

job closer to home.  

As the coronavirus has kept me from saying farewell to you in person, I'm sending you a big wave goodbye 

via this newsletter. I wish you all the best. Stay healthy, fit, active and most of all happy.  

Lots of love from 

Mrs Marriott  
 

Online Codes Update… 
 
Mrs Kodi-Pecku has unfortunately not received anything this week so we repeat the 
item that was in last week’s Newsletter… 
Can all Year 7-9 (KS3) DT students check the Padlet website weekly as HW tasks will 

be set for each week. Over the coming weeks the HW task is to produce a Photo 

Diary, themed on STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) for those who did not get to see last 

week’s edition (27th March issue 25) the HW task was to take a photo starting with the letter S for Science. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=design+and+technology+clipart+images&id=AAE39A23B29F872E61F0BB767CA7F05B52E3E2A1&FORM=IQFRBA
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So, for example, perhaps an image of your neighbours clapping on your street may have been taken, this 

can be used and a paragraph to explain what this means to you.  Your choice a lot has been in the news 

about the need for a new vaccine, all relating to finding a cure for the virus, so perhaps a photo to capture 

this.  This is a time to be creative and use your imagination with a captured image!   This week’s HW task 

will concentrate on the letter T for technology, again think about the news headlines etc and of an image 

that depicts the letter T!  

The images will make a great montage display to be published in the newsletter over the coming 

weeks!  Very important!!  Can all HW be sent to Mrs A Kodi-Pecku (AKodi-Pecku@uai.org.uk).  

More importantly can all Year 10 and 11’s continue logging on the ‘One Drive’ for further reminders of 

assignments/task and further communications details, new items are being uploaded daily! Thank you 

everyone, you are working really well, keep safe and well! DT Team  

In case they want to do other activities Stemettes continue to put on a weekly workshop on Monday and 

Wednesday and Friday! But you must register see link below. 

https://stemettes.org/onlineevents/?utm_source=Stemette+Supporters&utm_campaign=d36d0f121d-

Feb-2020Newsletter_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4d02ab97d3-

d36d0f121d88743101&mc_cid=d36d0f121d&mc_eid=50be1718d8     

The IET have loads of  free STEM activities, for D&T Maths, Science and more it looks really good please see 

link, https://education.theiet.org/key-stage-1-2-3-and-4-free-stem-resources/home-learning-resources-

key-stage-3-and-4/    

 

Also STEM Learning have free resources and activities and to do please see link; 
https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning 

 

mailto:AKodi-Pecku@uai.org.uk
https://stemettes.org/onlineevents/?utm_source=Stemette+Supporters&utm_campaign=d36d0f121d-Feb-2020Newsletter_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4d02ab97d3-d36d0f121d88743101&mc_cid=d36d0f121d&mc_eid=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.org/onlineevents/?utm_source=Stemette+Supporters&utm_campaign=d36d0f121d-Feb-2020Newsletter_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4d02ab97d3-d36d0f121d88743101&mc_cid=d36d0f121d&mc_eid=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.org/onlineevents/?utm_source=Stemette+Supporters&utm_campaign=d36d0f121d-Feb-2020Newsletter_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4d02ab97d3-d36d0f121d88743101&mc_cid=d36d0f121d&mc_eid=50be1718d8
https://education.theiet.org/key-stage-1-2-3-and-4-free-stem-resources/home-learning-resources-key-stage-3-and-4/
https://education.theiet.org/key-stage-1-2-3-and-4-free-stem-resources/home-learning-resources-key-stage-3-and-4/
https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning
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Introducing 

Week 3 of our Online Events 

Say hello to Quantum Ballerina Merritt Moore live this week as we continue to #StayHomeSaveLives. 

Stemettes are keeping you inspired, motivated and learning online this week with 3 events across 

Zoom, Youtube Live and Instagram Live.  

 

Thanks to those of you who have joined us already and left us feedback. We're excited to introduce 

you to Neuroscience and some special Stemettes alumnae this coming week.  

 

As always, the schedule is available on our Online Events page, so be sure to bookmark it and keep 

checking back. We'll also be emailing out the schedule for the following week on a Friday. You can 

https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=a0ae354ecf&e=50be1718d8
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also catchup with relevant resources for past weeks on that page.  

  

Stay safe and see you online! 

Mrs Russell 

– TeamStemette 

 

 

 

 

https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=140bfe2817&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=fa8cf115c9&e=50be1718d8
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While you wait for the events, why not check out the current issue of the Stemettes Zine... 
 

This week we've shared: 

8 things you didn't know about Space (but probably should) 

A brief introduction to the STEAM, creativity and making platform Tinkercad 

Profiles on mathematician Maryam Mirzakhani and eSport Gamer Frankie Ward 

Subjects a technologist from Dell thinks will be relevant in 10 years 

and Soft Skills a PhD candidate wishes they knew about before entering a STEM career. 

 

Pass the links on to anyone you think might enjoy them!  

 

  

 

Visit the 

Stemettes Zine  

 

 

Join the Stemette 

Society  

 

 

Save our Online 

Events page  

 

  

 

 
 
Padlet codes for Art  

padlet.com/rbutler35 and pfinn1                                                                                                                                               

Mr Butler, Head of Art 

https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=b74fbb510d&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=c4b2adaffa&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=3b2cdc487e&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=ac78fc5d1f&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=86fe1d8b6e&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=f74f2998a9&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=f5da9781bd&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=f5da9781bd&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=73685af9f6&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=73685af9f6&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=5fb099fdc3&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=5fb099fdc3&e=50be1718d8
https://stemettes.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7273a4fc789d84bc4f062f6f6&id=d14ae115ef&e=50be1718d8
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The Drama Padlet is constantly being updated. There is a list of deadlines dates for work for 

all Year groups. The girls should read through the entire padlet to see what is pertinent to 

their Year Group as Ms Milne has created separate posts for certain projects and cited which 

Year Groups they are aimed at, some, for example are aimed at all of KS3 together. The 

National Theatre work is aimed at both Years 10 and 11. 

All girls who are currently not on the carousel for Drama are of course very welcome to complete the work 

and projects set. 

 

 

Year 10 SS English: 2dpqrn 

 

  

 

 Maths News 

Year 11 

I hope you are all well! Those of you who are thinking about studying Maths A 

Level in September, please complete the booklet 'Bridging the gap' which can 

be found on the school website.  I'm sure you must remember me telling you 

about it on the taster session we had a while back. 

Let me know how you get on!                                                                                                                                                        

Ms Sondh (Head of Mathematics 

 
 

  

Edmodo codes for Ms Lobo’s RS class under RE (Edmodo) 

Mrs Lobo's Yr12 class 9d67kp 

Mrs Lobo's Yr13 class mjmmra 

 

 

 Science News 

Mr Robertson has updated both his Year 10 and Year 12 Padlets this week to both 

sort out a few glitches with video links and to add some more work for those of you 

who have completed the work on there initially. Have fun! 

Please also note, Miss Filipe’s Padlet Code is padlet.com/lfilipe 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drama+clip+art+images&id=4EF2238AA00F06E2E3766D30D7B6A041322AFCB9&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=english+clip+art+images&id=12721DBCF86A7389DBE525356ACE7FC1E8074296&FORM=IQFRBA
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English Easter Activities – Get creative! 

Why not take our 30 Day Creative Writing Challenge to help keep those creative juices 

flowing…?   

Creative writing is a great way to keep your brain engaged and active, but it’s also a 

brilliant way to relax and take some much-needed time for your own mental wellbeing as 

it gives you a chance to shut off from the everyday. 

To complete the 30 Day Challenge, each day complete a short creative writing task and see how your 

writing style improves over the month.  You might even like to see if you can get your friends involved too 

and then compare your daily pieces with them and vote for the best ones! 

We’d also love to see some of your creations so send your best pieces to mcooper@uai.org.uk throughout 

the month and then watch this space! 

Ms Cooper, Head of English 

30 Day Creative Writing Challenge! 
Day 1 

Take your reader 
through a written 
walk down your 

street and to your 
favourite place 

through the eyes of 
somebody else. 

Day 2 
Think of three 

people in your life.  
Give your character 
the laugh of person 
1, the wardrobe of 
person 2, and the 

mannerisms of 
person 3. Describe 

the first hour of your 
character's day. 

Day 3 
Now send your 

character to his or 
her grumpy 

grandmother's 
house for a visit. 

Write the scene of 
your character's 

arrival. 

Day 4 
Imagine that your 

protagonist has just 
turned into a statue. 
Describe his or her 

thoughts. 

Day 5 
The last liquid you 
drank has turned 
your protagonist 
into a superhero. 

What do your 
character's new 

powers allow him or 
her to do? 

Day 6 
Think of your 

favourite food.  
Write a paragraph 
trying to make it 

sound as disgusting 
as possible. 

Day 7 
Spoil the ending of 

your favourite movie 
without any context 

/ explanation. 

Day 8 
Take a boring 

sentence such as, "I 
looked at her" and 

write that same line 
from at least five 

different points of 
view. 

Day 9 
Turn a Tweet or item 
from the news into a 

haiku. 

Day 10 
Try to convince your 

reader that a 
mythological 

creature of your 
choosing exists. 

Day 11 
Make an existing 

protagonist into an 
antagonist by 

changing one small 
thing about him or 

her.  Write a book or 
film pitch that sells 

this antagonist's 
story. 

Day 12 
Take the first line of 
your favourite novel 

or story.  Remove 
and replace the 

nouns and verbs, 
and then write your 

own story that 
begins with your 
new line.  Once 

finished, delete the 
first line. 

Day 13 
Think of the worst 

pain you've ever felt.  
Now give your 

protagonist a paper 
cut and over-

exaggerate the pain 
using your own 

descriptions. 
 

Day 14 
Write a scene where 

your character 
meets somebody 

new on the bus.  His 
or her opinion about 
the person needs to 
have changed by the 
end of the bus trip.  

How did this change 
occur? 

Day 15 
Turn the second-last 
app on your phone 
or the last website 

you've visited 
(before this one) 
into a character.  

Now write a 
paragraph where 

this new character 
to the supermarket. 

 
 

mailto:mcooper@uai.org.uk
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Day 16 
The last thing you 

touched (other than 
the keyboard, 

mouse, screen, etc.) 
is trying to kill your 

protagonist.  Explain 
why. 

Day 17 
A magic trick 

involving cards has 
gone horribly wrong.  

Describe this and 
the consequences. 

Day 18 
Free-write about 

your first 
protagonist (from 

Day 1) meeting the 
new character from 

Day 15. 

Day 19 
What’s one thing 

you’ve always 
wanted to do?  Have 

your protagonist 
complete this 

activity in your 
writing. 

Day 20 
Ask somebody you 

know how his or her 
day was.  Create a 
poem (in any style) 
out of their answer. 

Day 21 
Your character's 

skeleton is trying to 
escape his or her 

body.  Describe what 
happens. 

Day 22 
Find a cliché you 
absolutely hate.  

Rewrite it while still 
keeping the 

intended meaning. 

Day 23 
You are now a 

dragon.  Describe 
what it is you 

protect. 

Day 24 
Which is the oldest 

tree in your 
neighbour-hood, 
and what has it 
seen?  Write a 

paragraph from the 
tree’s perspective. 

Day 25 
One of your 

characters has been 
mistaken for 

somebody else.  
Write what happens 

next. 

Day 26 
Pick an emotion and 

a part of nature.  
Write a paragraph 

describing that part 
of nature as feeling 

your chosen 
emotion. 

Day 27 
Write the story of a 
character who lives 
in a tent.  Why do 

they live there? 

Day 28 
A character picks up 
a locket or a frame.  

Explain what 
photograph they 
find in it and the 

significance. 

Day 29 
Think of your 

greatest fear.  If it's 
an object, person, or 
place, make it sound 
loveable.  If it's some 
kind of experience, 
make it sound fun. 

Day 30 
Finish a story with 
the line, "Nothing 
ever felt easier to 

say." 

 

 

History News: 

We have had some brilliant reviews of History Extra articles from Year 8, 9 and 12.  It 

is just for fun, but great to see the students engaging and learning for 

enjoyment.  Gemma in Year 12 even created an accompanying TicTok.  The students 

volunteered to write a review, and they could choose ANY article on the History Extra website.  Year 12 

have also been watching 'Royal History's Biggest Fibs' with Lucy Worsley and deciding if they agree with 

her interpretation of Henry VIII's break from Rome in 1529. Keep it up everyone! 

Ms Mackie 

Year 8 Review: 

Hi Everyone, as you know, I was picked for the review of an article. I have picked the article about Black 

Death; this article has loads of interesting facts about The Black Death, including when it started, how 

many people were killed etc.... This review has to be quick and brief so therefore I am here to talk a little 

about the article. This period of time (The Black Death) was a long time ago, meaning that people didn’t 

know many ways to handle the disease. This led to more deaths, worsening of the disease and spread of 

the disease to move around quicker. The article itself has loads of different information that could seem 

very frightening but in reality, it’s really useful for people who are studying this topic. I recommend this 

article because you can learn loads from it, and it has loads of detailed information. Thank you for picking 

me Ms Mackie. Hope this was good enough for your standards!!  
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Link to article: https://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/black-death-plague-epidemic-facts-what-

caused-rats-fleas-how-many-died/                                                                                                                                           

Monika Kazickaite 

Year 9 Review: 

Given that March is National Women’s month which is coming to a close, I thought it’d be fitting to finish 
off with learning about inspirational medieval women who also achieved great things but went 
unrecognised. 
The article was very intriguing as these women are not widely known. Furthermore, the article raises 
awareness of the various achievements made by women in different fields, such as Hrotsvit of 
Gandersheim who acquired many titles such as first medieval playwright; first female playwright; first 
female German poet and first female German historian. She was a highly educated strong woman who 
used stereotypes like women are weaker than men to demonstrate the complete opposite. Her work 
included women starring as heroines and major roles in her dramas and plays. She was an inspiration to all 
women, showing them that they should stand tall and be proud of who they are. 
As well as Hrotsvit Gandersheim, five other women are mentioned which include: Fighting crusader: 
Margaret of Beverley who played the same roles as a man on a battlefield, Heloise d’Argenteuil who stood 
up for herself when she was wrongly betrayed and disgraced. Hildegard of Bingen who undertook four 
preaching tours when women were expected to not speak or teach in church. Vocal feminist: Christine de 
Piza who argued for women to be treated like human beings and Matchless Matriarch Margaret Paston 
who defended her family’s property and oversaw duties as a woman. 
Overall, I enjoyed reading this article as it highlighted something new and different regarding women. This 
type of History is known as social history given it is about ordinary people from the past. However, there 
could have been recognition of women from more diverse cultures and races. They too deserve their credit 
and all women should be celebrated and regarded from all around the world. 
 
Link to the article is here: https://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/six-trailblazing-medieval-
women/ 
Mariha Choudhury 
 

Year 12 Review: 

‘From Fanny and Stella to Ru Paul’s Drag Race: a short history of drag’ 
Vincent Chabany-Douarre 
I chose this article as I am an avid fan of RuPaul’s Drag Race and the art of drag itself. I wanted to find out 
about the roots of Drag; how it has evolved and manages to break through into mainstream television and 
culture. 
The article was extremely thought-provoking and enlightening, chronologically laying out the struggles, 
conflicts and backlash Drag Queens have coped with, dating all the way back to the Victorian era. One 
aspect I found particularly shocking was the amount of discrimination within the queer community. An 
example of this within the article is the 1950’s push for gay rights, where its strategy was ‘respectability 
politics.’ This was where white middle-class men were to behave like ‘respectable individuals’ in order to 
be accepted within American Post-war society. In turn however, they stigmatized other pockets of the 
community, including Drag Queens, the transgender community and even working-class homosexuals. 
Overall, I really enjoyed this article, although it is quite lengthy, it captures the essence of Drag and why it 
is so successful and celebrated today, as well as highlights the improvements yet to be made within the 
community. Finally, it references excellent Drag Queens that deserve recognition not only from the LGBT+ 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/black-death-plague-epidemic-facts-what-caused-rats-fleas-how-many-died/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/black-death-plague-epidemic-facts-what-caused-rats-fleas-how-many-died/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/six-trailblazing-medieval-women/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/six-trailblazing-medieval-women/
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community but from everyone, particularly Tandi Iman Dupree with her performance in the Miss Gay Black 
America pageant in 2001 (I recommend watching it, it’s linked within the article and displays the epitome 
of Drag for me in one performance.) To conclude, you should definitely read this article as it focuses on an 
aspect of history and society that is still not completely recognised or accepted by all, it opens your eyes to 
the advancements made and advancements yet to be made. 
Link to article: https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/history-drag-queens-rupaul-race-
evolution-gay-rights/ 
Gemma Harbour 

 

Art News 

Adreen Fernando in Year 11 has completed a 3D sculpture 

based on Picasso's 'Weeping woman'. The original was brightly 

coloured, in Adreen's version she has used dark blues against yellow 

giving it a more sombre tone. Her interpretation reflects the sadness of 

the original combined with a self-portrait. Adreen has also written a 

novel which was published last year and the coursework that she is 

currently working on, is about her journey in creating that book. A very 

busy and talented student. 

Mr Butler, Head of Art 

 

 

 P E News 

Our Ursuline Fitness Challenge Week 1 has got off to an excellent start. Staff have 

been updating us with all their achievements and different types of fitness. Please 

see our Facebook page for more details. I know a lot of our students are carrying 

out the PE with Joe Wicks at 9:00am every morning. It would be good to see any 

pictures/selfies of these. Also I would love to hear about any other type of fitness everyone is doing. Please 

email kkeogh@uai.org.uk 

We have also designed an Ursuline challenge for April, where the workout 

gets progressively harder throughout the days.  

https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/history-drag-queens-rupaul-race-evolution-gay-rights/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/history-drag-queens-rupaul-race-evolution-gay-rights/
mailto:kkeogh@uai.org.uk
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URSULINE’S EASTER FITNESS CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 
Press ups: 5 
Squats: 25 
Sit ups: 10 
Lunges: 20 

 

Day 2 
Press ups: 5 
Squats: 30 
Sit ups: 15 
Lunges: 21 

 

Day 3 
Press ups: 7 
Squats: 35 
Sit ups: 15 
Lunges: 22 

 

Day 4 
Press ups: 7 
Squats: REST 

Sit ups: 25 
Lunges: 23 

 

Day 5 
Press ups: 8 
Squats: 40 
Sit ups: 30 

Lunges: REST 
 

Day 6 
Press ups: 9 
Squats: 45 
Sit ups: 35 
Lunges: 25 

 

Day 7 
Press ups: REST 

Squats: 50 
Sit ups: REST 
Lunges: 26 

 

Day 8 
Press ups: 8 
Squats: REST 

Sit ups: 45 
Lunges: 27 

 

Day 9 
Press ups: 9 
Squats: 55 
Sit ups: 45 
Lunges: 28 

 

Day 10 
Press ups: 10 

Squats: 60 
Sit ups: 50 
Lunges: 29 

 

Day 11 
Press ups: 10 

Squats: 65 
Sit ups: 55 

Lunges: REST 
 

Day 12 
Press ups: 12 
Squats: REST 

Sit ups: 55 
Lunges: 31 

 

Day 13 
Press ups: 12 

Squats: 70 
Sit ups: REST 
Lunges: 32 

 

Day 14 
Press ups: REST 

Squats: 75 
Sit ups: 60 
Lunges: 33 

 

Day 15 
Press ups: 13 

Squats: 80 
Sit ups: 65 
Lunges: 34 

 

Day 16 
Press ups: 15 
Squats: REST 

Sit ups: 65 
Lunges: 35 

 
 

Day 17 
Press ups: 16 

Squats: 85 
Sit ups: 70 
Lunges: 36 

 

Day 18 
Press ups: 16 

Squats: 90 
Sit ups: 70 

Lunges: REST 
 

Day 19 
Press ups: 19 

Squats: 95 
Sit ups: 75 
Lunges: 38 

 

Day 20 
Press ups: 21 
Squats: REST 

Sit ups: 75 
Lunges: 39 

 

Day 21 
Press ups: REST 

Squats: 100 
Sit ups: 75 
Lunges: 40 

 

Day 22 
Press ups: 23 
Squats: 105 
Sit ups: REST 
Lunges: 41 

 

Day 23 
Press ups: 26 
Squats: 110 
Sit ups: 80 
Lunges: 42 

 

Day 24 
Press ups: 28 
Squats: REST 

Sit ups: 80 
Lunges: 43 

 

Day 25 
Press ups: 30 
Squats: 115 
Sit ups: 85 

Lunges: REST 
 

Day 26 
Press ups: 32 
Squats: 120 
Sit ups: 85 
Lunges: 45 

 
 

Day 27 
Press ups: 34 
Squats: 125 
Sit ups: 90 
Lunges: 46 

 

Day 28 
Press ups: 36 
Squats: REST 
Sit ups: REST 
Lunges: 47 

 

Day 29 
Press ups: 38 
Squats: 130 
Sit ups: 95 
Lunges: 49 

Day 30 
Press ups: 40 
Squats: 135 
Sit ups: 100 
Lunges: 50 
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Food Technology 

Year 7 Making Pizza Toast snacks  

 

Top row: Angelica, Abeerah and Magdiel 

Bottom row: Savannah, Eima and Aaisha and Aminah 

Year 8 – Shortcrust pastry –  

 

Top: Wiktoria, 

Hiranni, Maya 

Middle: Iman A, 

Maria O, Aaliyah A, 

Alayna H 

Bottom: Alisia M, 

Ama and Fern 

Reilly with both 

sweet and savoury 

versions! 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=food+technology+clip+art&id=2319E5FF3B40637B59A962CEC226F54FCA008C5A&FORM=IQFRBA
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Library News 

'The Day' is a daily online summary of 3-4 news headlines. It is a great resource for both adults and 

students covering every academic subject. Additional features include 'Video of the Day’, Photo of the Week, Weekly 

Themes Calendar, French, German and Spanish translations and much, much more. The Ursuline pays an annual 

subscription to 'The Day' and now parents can have the daily email delivered straight to their own address free by 

registering on this link during this time. When asked to name school, type The Ursuline Academy Ilford, and select 

from the dropdown list. 

 

https://theday.co.uk/home-subscriptions/new 

 

 

Libraries to the Rescue…….. 

As the poster says, ‘Reading 

gives us someplace to go when 

we have to stay where we are.’ 

Well thanks to our local 

libraries, we can continue to 

enjoy many books and 

magazines from the ‘Virtual 

Library’ by  

Clicking on https://llc.overdrive.com/ to access ebooks or audio books on your PC or laptop and follow the 

instructions or alternatively download the apps LIBBY and/or RBDigital on your phone or tablet and follow the 

instructions.   

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheday.co.uk%2Fhome-subscriptions%2Fnew&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca5e1777881864a044c5308d7d49e34e9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637211648260172582&sdata=ZExhzO9wNpnUu%2BMmnTweg4y7Bv2jmabKkEQifcDiS5w%3D&reserved=0#_blank
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheday.co.uk%2Fhome-subscriptions%2Fnew&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca5e1777881864a044c5308d7d49e34e9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637211648260172582&sdata=ZExhzO9wNpnUu%2BMmnTweg4y7Bv2jmabKkEQifcDiS5w%3D&reserved=0
https://llc.overdrive.com/


22 
 

 

 

  

 

Just a small sample of the magazines you have free access to. Other genre 

include hobbies, computers, travel, pets, cars, history, health and fitness, 

cookery, business, education and many more. 

Click on the links to stream films, music, online courses etc 

https://llc.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/redbridge#  

https://visionrcl.org.uk/libraries-learning/online-resources/ 

All you need is your library card number and your online pin which you can get 

from your local library. So hurry to join your library if you are not already a 

member which you can do online. The link for Redbridge is 

https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/libraries/join-the-library/ 

 

Foyles Young Poets of the Year Award 2020 

 
 

What a great time to channel all those creative writing skills into taking part in the annual Foyles Young 

Poets competition 2020.  

Entrants should be between 11 –17 years and closing date is 31 July 2020.  

The additional incentive is that all entrants will receive a certificate for participating in this prestigious 

competition. 

Full details on https://foyleyoungpoets.org/. 

Ms Catherine Finlay 
LRC Manager/Careers Coordinator 

https://llc.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/redbridge
https://visionrcl.org.uk/libraries-learning/online-resources/
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/libraries/join-the-library/
https://foyleyoungpoets.org/
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Music News 

MUSIC LEADERSHIP BOARD 

Every week Miss Deller will be doing a leadership board for students in years 7-11 which will be based on 

their results on ‘Music First’. This score is taken from all the tests that the students have completed. These 

points are then collated together to create the students ‘Global Points Score’. 

Our ‘Star Student’ this week is NADIA EAREY! 

Year 10 Music students hold the first four places, well done girls! 

Keep up the good work everyone! 

Place Student Class Score 

1 Nadia EAREY 10 1856 

2 Nneamaka OKORIE 10 1297 

3 Talina CAIDOU 10 1226 

4 Ivana THOMSON 10 758 

5 Nya EUGENE 8A 735 

6 Fern REILLY 8D 565 

7 Sara KHAN 7T 519 

8 BAKSHI Saffron 11 465 

9 Munachi OKANI 7T 449 

10 Caitlin PADUA 7C 425 

11 Imogen-Bess VAN BEERS 8B 423 

12 Daniella FERNANDES 7J 391 

13 Anjgelina KURIEN 7U 380 

14 Danisha NATH 10 361 

15 Eva GABRIEL 7C 347 

16 Rosie HARWOOD 8E 325 

17 Imanuelle WRIGHT 7C 313 

18 CARROLL Ellie 11 295 

19 Precious OGU 10 285 

20 Asya OMAR 7J 275 

 

Just for fun… Music Trivia 

1. How many strings are on a standard guitar? 

2. The Wedding March from Wagner’s opera Lohengrin is better known as what? 

3. What is the title of the Lady Gaga album released in 2016? 

4. Covered by Jeff Buckley, Alexandra Burke and Bon Jovi, who actually wrote the song Hallelujah? 

5. Which British singer won five posthumous Grammy’s in 2017 for his Blackstar album? 

 

Answers: 1. Six; 2. Here Comes the Bride; 3. Joanne; 4. Leonard Cohen; 5. David Bowie. 
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Careers 

 

STEM Career Experiences 

The 'Live & Online' Series This Spring 

 
Investment Banking. Medicine. Engineering. Psychology. Computer Science. 

Architecture. 

  

 

InvestIN is delighted to offer six STEM-related career experience 

programmes LIVE & ONLINE this spring for students aged 15-18. 

 

Our 'Live & Online' programmes give students the opportunity to gain 

crucial work experience from the comfort of their own homes. They are 

delivered by top professionals who will immerse students in simulations of 

their real-life work PLUS be on-hand throughout to answer their questions 

live. 

 

The full list of our STEM-related programmes is set out below, including 

highlights of each one. Click on any programme to view a detailed 

timetable and to register now. 

https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f34d5ca3ff&e=cdc53907f8
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=careers+clip+art&id=07E584205E53751152D33E5174DC29E274940B7B&FORM=IQFRBA
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We kindly ask you to forward this email to relevant parents 

and students. 

 

You can also share this email by posting this link.  

 

 

Highlights & Dates For STEM-Related Programmes 

 

 

18th April 

Coaching on: pricing and trading stocks, valuing companies, negotiating in a live deal, and 

building a portfolio  

 

 

19th April 

Coaching on: building the ultimate electric vehicle, mapping a mission to Mars and creating 

the city of the future  

https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=454f145c4d&e=cdc53907f8
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=4c50c5f0f9&e=cdc53907f8
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=135c111311&e=cdc53907f8


26 
 

 

 

 

25th April 

Coaching on: stitching up a wound, x-ray examination and taking a patient's medical history. 

PLUS dedicated coaching on medical school applications, interviews and tests  

 

 

26th April 

Coaching on: Clinical, forensic and business psychology. Advising police during a live hostage 

negotiation, communicating with patients during a CBT session, and using psychology to win 

the 'hearts and minds' of consumers  

 

9th May 

Coaching on: Cutting-edge, 3D visualisations of innovative designs. Smart city and digital 

https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=24b600c0dd&e=cdc53907f8
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=09f482cbda&e=cdc53907f8
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=32082950d2&e=cdc53907f8
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infrastructure scoping. RIBA Stages 2 and 3 of building design in accordance with a client 

brief  

 

 

17th May 

Coaching on: Cybersecurity and Artificial Intelligence. Discover 'Big Data', contribute to the 

design of an AI system, experience 'penetration testing' and carry out a forensic 

investigation  

  

 

Great activity for students at home learning about careers. Each short video deals with a skill under the 

headings, teamwork, leadership, creativity, listening and several others.   

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homelearning 

 

We replicate below Online Learning Codes that were in last week’s Newsletter. Please see 

the Covid 19 tab on our website for further information. 

 

Online Learning Codes 
 

Art 
Padlet.com rbutler35 and pfinn 1 
 
Business Studies (Edmodo) 
Mr Challis Year 12 class – jkigk7 
Mr Challis Year 13 class – fejz45 
Ms Scallan Year 12 class – ydfimg 
 
Drama 
padlet.com/IMilne/2020 
 
 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homelearning
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=9a0cc435b4&e=cdc53907f8
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English (Edmodo) 
Year 7 – 6xysde 
Year 8 – fthyqw 
Year 9 – hufvjd 
Year 10 & 11 – kk78qn 
Year 12 & 13 – dfmn78 
Year 7 English – Miss Catungal  - 9wku5q 
Year 8 English – Miss Catungal -  kwiuvu 
Year 9 English – Miss Catungal - m2cggs 
Year 10 SS 2dpqrn 
     
Food Technology (Edmodo) 
Year 7     q8cw3s 
Year 8     i3uun8 
Year 9     cc6fpd 
Year 10   a5ampu 
Year 11   hkgn28  
 
Geography (Edmodo) 
Year 7 – t6ariq 
Year 8 – gfzjiu 
Year 9 –6rj46j 
Ms Grewal & Ms Colder Year 10 class – rgrjv2 
Ms Grewal Year 11 class – 2kxvvw 
Ms Grewal Year 12 – nbk8an 
Ms Colder Year 11 class – 8awdad 
Ms Colder Year 13 class - 44m95q 
Mr Challis Year 10 Class – bc69w3 
Mr Challis Year 12 class – 6fipdc 
Mr Challis Year 13 class – tmpzw4 
 
History (Edmodo) 
Year 7: my48n7 
Year 8: ubwtsk 
Year 9: j9hgb4 
Ms Mackie’s Classes: 
Year 10 History: 8zikcr 
Year 11 History: kmzvagitsHis 
Year 12 History: ddy2bc 
Year 13 History: wnsurj 
Year 12 Politics: 4a3tmh 
Year 13 Politics: jn4m8w 
Ms Beatham’s Classes: 
Year 10 – 92afqm 
Year 11 – gs5s5d 
Year 12 – v4696d 
Year 13 – wm265m 
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Modern Foreign Languages (Edmodo) 
Year 11 (Miss Ammeux) - dgmrrk 
Year 10 (Ms Warren and Miss Ammeux) - uftc2h 
Year 9 (Miss Ammeux/Miss Maroto-Bueno and Ms Delpech) - b93hbs 
Year 8 (Miss Ammeux and Miss Delpech) - emj3yg 
 Years 7,8,9 : www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgdqxnb 
Years 10, 11 : www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z9dqxnb 
 
Music 
 https://uai.musicfirst.co.uk  
 Username: firstnamelastname 
Password (case sensitive): classnamemusic 
If you have a double-barrelled name there will be a dash (-) inbetween the names in your username, for 
example, joanasmith-clarke. 
Access via Android or iOS app 
Go to the ‘App’ or ‘Play Store’ and search for “Focus on Sound”. Select the app with the following logo.  
 
As well as the username and password above, you’ll need the school ID: 
 School ID: uai 
 
PE 
padlet.com/kkeogh4 
 
RE (Edmodo) 
Miss Casey’s RE class 7J- na7d8c 
Miss Casey’s RE class 8J- wzqbbc 
Miss Casey’s RE class 9J- yj4xfi 
Miss Casey’s RE class 10E- 6gwev5 
Miss Casey’s RE class 11A- j65qhz 
Miss Casey’s RE class 11C- zw95ry 
Miss Casey’s RE class 12- 528b6e 
7T RE with C Scallan - f7hdd3 
8U RE with C Scallan - kvpe7m 
9T RE with C Scallan - vsfswi 
10B RE with C Scallan - fuq4wb 
 
11B RE with C Scallan – a5ivjp 
7C RE with Ms Eakins - 9t3rz5 
7U RE with Ms Eakins - vk44tb 
8C RE with Ms Eakins - keajxn 
8T RE with Ms Eakins - wsm52w 
9C RE with Ms Eakins - dhqfwj 
9U RE with Ms Eakins - wv8aib 
10D RE with Ms Eakins - u8dwbv 
Students from Mr McGhee’s Year 10+11 RE groups can join one of Miss Casey’s groups. 
 
Mrs Lobo’s Year 12 Class 9d67kp 
Mrs Lobo’s Year 13 Class mjmmra 
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SS Prince's Trust (Edmodo) 
83enjs. 
 
Science 
For all of Mr Robertson’s classes - padlet.com/lrobertson65 
For all of Ms Kankam’s classes - www.padlet.com/nkankam 
For all of Ms Harrington’s classes - padlet.com/nharrington8 
For all of Dr Osei-Owusu's classes - www.padlet.com/joseiowusu 
For all of Ms Tallat’s classes - www.padlet.con/htallat 
For all of Mr Uddin’s classes - Padlet.com/muddin3 
For all of Ms Bharaj’s classes - https://padlet.com/pbharaj/ 
For all of Ms Filipe’s classes – padlet.com/lfilipe 
 
Spanish (Edmodo) 
7U   p5zgzd 
7C    qrq55u 
8B    xavmv5 
Y10  h99v6f 
Y11  x6vv4i 
Y12  9zpjjt 
 
Year 7 PSHE (Edmodo) 
 dcqys7 
 
Stemettes are running workshops and tutorials but students have to register, This is all explained in the 

link below… 

https://stemettes.org/onlineevents/?utm_source=Stemette+Supporters&utm_campaign=6fe628545b-

Feb-2020-Newsletter_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4d02ab97d3-6fe628545b-

88743101&mc_cid=6fe628545b&mc_eid=50be1718d8 
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PLEASE SEE BELOW IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM OFQUAL FOR EXAM CANDIDATES…



 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GCSEPod/status/1245048380314865664?s=09 
 

GCSE, AS and A level students in England 3 April 2020

 

A message for all GCSE, AS and A level students this summer 

 

I understand how unsettling the past weeks have been for you, since the 
announcement that exams have been cancelled this summer, and that you 
are urgently waiting for news. I wanted to let you know what we are doing 
to provide you with grades. Our over-riding aim in this is to be fair to 
students this summer and to make sure you are not disadvantaged in your 
progress to sixth form, college, university, apprenticeships, training or work 
because of these unprecedented conditions. 

 

How will grades be calculated? 

 

Your school or college will be asked to send exam boards two pieces of 
information for each of your subjects, based on what they know about your 
work and achievements: 

 

• the grade they believe you were most likely to get if teaching, 

learning and exams had happened as planned  

• within each subject, the order of students at your school or college, 

by performance, for each grade. This information will be used to 

standardise judgements – allowing fine tuning of the standard 

applied across schools and colleges 
 

Your school or college will consider a range of things like your classwork 
and homework; your results in assignments and any mock exams; any 
non-exam assessment or coursework you might have done; and your 
general progress during your course. 

 

This information will allow us, with exam boards, to standardise grades 
across schools and colleges, to make sure that, as far as possible, results 
are fair and that students are not advantaged or disadvantaged because 
their schools or colleges are more generous or harsh than others when 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/GCSEPod/status/1245048380314865664?s=09
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced


 

 

making those judgements. That means the final grade you get could be 
different from the one your school or college sends to the exam board. 

 

Do I need to complete any new work for my school/college to submit 
a grade? 

 

Your school or college is not required to set additional mock exams or 
homework for your centre assessment grade, and you won’t be 
disadvantaged if you were not set, or were unable to complete, any work 
given out after schools were closed. 

 

Can I see the grades my school/college submits for me? 

 

No, this information will be confidential. Please don’t ask your teachers, or 
anyone else at your school or college, to tell you the grades they will be 
sending to the exam boards or where they have placed you in the order of 
students; they will not be allowed to share this with you. 

 

I am a private candidate – what does this mean for me? 

 

If you are a private candidate (for example, home-schooled, following 
distance-learning programmes or studying independently) the centre you 
are entering with should include you where the head teacher or principal is 
confident that they and their staff have seen sufficient evidence of your 
achievement to make an objective judgement. We are urgently exploring 
whether there are alternative options for those students who do not have 
an existing relationship with a centre and who need results this summer to 
progress. Unfortunately, this is unlikely to be possible for all private 
candidates, some of whom may instead need to take exams in the autumn 
to get their grades. 

 

We appreciate that this is a matter of real concern to private candidates 
and will provide an update as soon as possible. We have asked 
organisations that represent universities and FE colleges to consider the 
steps that providers could take when making admissions decisions this 
summer for any private candidates who do not receive a grade. They have 
told us that they believe that institutions will consider a range of other 
evidence and information for these students to allow them to progress 
wherever possible. 

 

When will I get my results? 

 

We’re working hard to get results out as soon as is possible – results won’t 
be delayed after the dates they were expected in August, and ideally, they 
will be issued a little earlier, so you can have the certainty you need. 

 

Can I take my exams another time? 

 



 

 

We are working with exam boards to offer additional exams in the autumn 
term as soon as it is possible to do so. We’ll let you know about these in 
the coming weeks. 

 

The information we have published covers GCSEs, AS and A levels, plus 
Extended Project Qualifications and Additional Extension Awards in maths. 
You can find out more about which qualifications and students are 
included, and the current arrangements for those which are not, in our 
detailed guidance; along with answers to other questions that you and your 
parents or carers might have. We will keep updating our guidance as new 
information becomes available, including to share details about vocational 
and technical qualifications as soon as we can, so please keep an eye on 
our website. 

 

Please be reassured that the grades you get this summer will look exactly 
the same as in previous years, and they will have equal status with 
universities, colleges and employers, to help you move forward in your 
lives as planned. 

 

With every best wish, 
 

 

 

 

 

Sally Collier 

 

Chief Regulator, Ofqual 

 

 

Earlsdon Park, 53-55 Butts Road, Coventry, CV1 3BH 
 

www.gov.uk/ofqual 0300 303 3344 public.enquiries@ofqual.gov.uk 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020
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