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Dear Parents/Guardians 

Headteacher’s Headlines… 
 

I have recently written a letter to all parents regarding school fund, this was sent out by 

email and MyEd.  In common with other schools, the Academy has a School Fund to 

collect contributions from parents, although, over the last few years, the money raised 

has diminished to a trifling amount.  School Fund is not used to support the running 

costs of the school but to cover costs not provided for by public funds.  Examples would 

include extra-curricular activities, special items of equipment for music or drama or for 

enhancements to our facilities.  There are areas of the school that are looking quite 

shabby and in need of redecoration.  We realise that these are difficult times for families too, but if ever we 

need your support for School Fund it is now.  With a donation of just £60 per family, per year, or £20 per 

term you could support us to make improvements to our school building and environment and enhance 

your daughter’s school experience.  This could really make a difference to our school community.  We have 

taken the liberty of adding this Year’s donation to ParentPay.  Alternatively, we are happy to accept a 

cheque, made payable to The Ursuline Academy Ilford, for £60, for the full amount for this year or £20 for 

this term.  This payment is a voluntary contribution so some may pay less and of course you are allowed to 

pay more if you so wish.  These are difficult times, but the school has a very strong staff and a dedicated 

Governing Body who are determined to continue to provide an excellent education for your daughter. 

 

Next week sees the end of the public examination season at last and we finally get the Hall 

back for Assemblies.  Mass for the whole school will be celebrated next Friday for the feast of 

St. Peter and Paul.  Fr Matthew will be with us at 11am for Mass with the Lower school and Fr. 

Vlad will be here for 2pm for Mass with the Upper school.  We are usually pushed for space in 

the Hall for these Masses, but with no Year 11 or 13, if any parent would like to join us for Mass please 

contact reception. You are most welcome. 

 

Friday 29th June is also the night for the Year 11 Prom. The girls and staff look forward to 

this event all year and it is a fitting celebration for the end of the exams.  No doubt the 

girls will arrive in all their finery (and high heels which are ditched as the dancing starts!). 

The evening finishes with fireworks in the playground which is always exciting.  News and 

photographs to follow…...watch this space! 
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We recently received a letter from Ten Ten Theatre company thanking the girls in 8:4 for 

their hard work in Fundraising as part of the First Give project. Well done girls – SERVIAM! 

See page 7. 

 

On Wednesday 4th July we have our Annual Art Exhibition for A level and GCSE. This will take 

place in the Art studios between 4.40-6.30pm. I am always impressed with the standard of work 

produced and I am sure that this year will be no exception. 

 

On July 10th we have our Summer Concert, as usual the programme will see a full range of 

Musical and choral items which showcase Ursuline talent.  Ms Maguire and her team of 

instrumental peripatetic staff have been working hard in rehearsals so please support this 

event.  Tickets are £3 for adults, £2 for students and are available from Ms Maguire. 

 

Many of our students ‘hide their light under a bushel’ (keep quiet about their talents or 

accomplishments), and so this week we were delighted to have received an email about a 

young judo star, Brigitte Mungo who is in Year 7.  Please see pages 4/5. 

 

 

 

Chaplaincy News 

 

 
Pope Francis@Pontifex – June 21st 

Dear young people, help us adults whose hearts are often hardened.  Help us to choose the path 

of dialogue and harmony. 

 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 

June: Ask 

22nd June: Be bound to one another by the bond of charity 

23rd June: The more you are united, the more Jesus Christ will be in your midst as a father and good 

shepherd 

24th June: And always let your principal recourse be at the feet of Jesus Christ 

25th June: Always be thankful 

26th June: There will be no other sign that you are in the grace of the Lord than that you love one another 

and are united together 

27th June: Be consoled, and have a lively faith and hope 

28th June: Blessed are they who preserve within themselves this noble yearning 
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10.2 Form Assembly 
10.2 did a form assembly this week on knife crime.  Jahzara Masau wrote and read out 

a poem that we thought should be shared with a wider audience…. 

 

A shank, a blade, a sharp pointed article aimed to inflict pain 

You see the power to take away life is euphemised by society – what a shame 

What does knife crime mean to you? 

Being honest, if you saw somebody getting stabbed right now what would you do? 

Imagine your brother going out and not coming back 

How would you feel? 

Same old stories; I keep hearing he was at the wrong place, wrong time, mistaken identity or maybe he 

was in a gang. 

You see the excuses we make should not distract us from the problem 

Another mother has lost her child on the cold blooded streets of London 

United we stand, divided we fall 

Hate will not win because love conquers all 

Ms Keogh, Head of Year 10 

 
 

Library News 

Readathon 2018 

Well done to the girls who took part in the Readathon, fundraising to 

help relieve the boredom of children in hospital by providing books and 

storytellers to entertain.  Altogether the group raised £215 and Shanice 

alone raised £75. (Left photo).  We are so proud of you all, Vlada, 

Samah, Zarah, Pooja, Kevinshna, Colleen, Zara, Laurine and Rejaina 

seen below with their certificates and a book reward!  Serviam! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Finlay, LRC Manager 
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We have Jack Petchey Winners for May and June!!! 

 

May: Daisy- Amerie Plante (Year 8) who worked extra hard to make a 

difference in our local community.  She took fundraising very seriously and 

independently worked hard to raise over £200 for Ten Ten Charitable 

Trust independently as part of First Give.  This charity teaches topical issues 

that young people face in society, through drama performances that are 

easily accessible for students.  Daisy displays true SERVIAM through her 

making a difference, but also through her positive, always supportive 

attitude around the school.  Already Daisy is a positive role model to other 

students.   

 

 

June: Jennifer Vaughan (Year 9) who went above and beyond in PSHE and spent a 

lot of time and effort talking about internet and online safety in assemblies for all 

year groups.  She was also awarded for her engagement with the police cadets and 

her encouragement of students who wish to get involved in this. 

 

Congratulations to both winners!  

Ms Casey and Mrs Marriott 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

P E News 
We received the following email this week about a student who is 
in 7.4 
 

‘I am writing to let you know that Brigitte Mungo represented the London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham in Judo at Crystal Palace National Sports Centre on 16th June 2018, for the second time since 
starting Judo, unfortunately on this occasion she did not take a medal but what a performance she gave! 
 
Brigitte has been doing judo on and off but has really started to focus on her judo these last two years and 
within that time has competed and achieved a win within the top five of her category.  However, those 
were in the early days and now everyone is moving on and their development is much more 
challenging.  Brigitte fought in one of the toughest female categories and the girls she was up against are 
veterans or strong up and coming contenders.  Unfortunately, we will need to work more on her 
confidence and self-esteem.  What Brigitte does not realise is that she has the potential in the group that 
she is in to be number one - she has the makings of a great champion but she has to believe in herself 
more and start working with her team mates a lot more. 
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On the day she turned up and believed she was outgunned in so many ways but to her credit, she stood 
firm and went out and fought to the best of her ability, demonstrating a development in skills, knowledge 
of technique and strategy.  This young lady has a lot to offer so watch this space with interest. 
 
We would appreciate if you would acknowledge her achievements and efforts. 
Kind regards, 
Margaret James 
HEART OF OAK JUDO CLUB  
 

Margaret, we are delighted to acknowledge Brigitte’s achievements in the public forum that is our 

Newsletter, well done Brigitte, we are immensely proud of you! 

Ms Keogh, Head of PE 

 

 

 

#StartUpGrindEuropeConference 

On 13th June I have the Amazing opportunity to go to the #StartUpGrind 
conference at Methodist Central Hall Westminster.  

                                                                                                                                                                                     
I was blessed to have won 2/3 tickets with STEMETTES, an organisation 
which encourages young girls Just like me to take part in Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths, due to the lack of girls 
taking these subjects in the workplace and in higher 
education. 

 
In order to win the tickets, I had to enter a competition via 
The STEMETTES OtotheB app and develop an idea for a 
future AR robots function that would be useful for us in 
the future. 

When I knew that I had to develop an idea in order to win 
the tickets I immediately clicked on the apply button 
because I knew that this competition would give me the 
opportunity to really engage with my creative and 
expressive side and develop it into an idea.  

 
When I received a congratulations email from STEMETTES I 
was ecstatic and couldn’t wait to attend the event and 
start networking with big investors such as Google and 
founders of large scale businesses such as Trust Pilot and 
gain some inspiration and insight into what starting my 
business would be like in the future; I was mind blown. 
 
I attended the conference with my mum and it was truly a 
day to remember!  I talked to various Start Up businesses 
who introduced me to the growing world of Technology 
and the ever growing need for new ideas in such a large 
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market.  The day consisted of several lectures throughout the day including “How to pitch to a future 
investor “and several Q&A sessions.    
 
I attended a Q&A session with Lillian Li, Head of DiversityVi and I raised my hand to ask what could 
businesses do to encourage young girls like me into starting their own businesses and also how could 
businesses support underrepresented groups in order to make the market more ethnically diverse.  After 
the Q&A had finished I received lots of praise and encouragement from fellow start-ups and future 
investors as they were shocked at my young age and boldness!  A young lady that was watching the Q&A 
Tweeted me on Twitter and I was Retweeted by The Head of Stemettes, Anne Marie, who is on Twitter 
she said she was very proud of me! Wow! 
Overall I feel so humbled and blessed to have been given this opportunity to discover a new field in STEM 

and I have developed a new passion as a result of attending this conference 
in Business; I have learned so much and will never forget this experience. 

I am the ‘Future Generation’ and there is an ever increasing demand for girls 
like me to go into STEM careers! 

We can do it! 

Jahzara Musau 10.2  
 

International Women’s Day 2018 - ‘Shattering the Gender 

Stereotypes’ 

To celebrate International Women in Engineering Day 2018 (INWED2018), which 

falls on Saturday 23rd June, and the government’s initiative’ The Year of 

Engineering’, the school will be marking both these occasions by hosting an event taking place on Tuesday 

July 3rd from 1.00 - 3.30pm titled ‘Shattering the Gender Stereotypes’ for our Year 10 students. 

We know that social attitudes play a key role in determining girls’ and boys’ subject choices at school, and 

that as students go through life 

their career choices can be 

hindered by notions of “girl’s 

jobs” and “boy’s jobs”.  The 

afternoon will offer a focus, 

stimulate debate and discussion, 

gain best-practice guidance and 

take a closer look at what we can 

do to ensure that no one is held 

back because of who they are, 

regardless of their gender or 

background.  Schools can have a 

crucial role, to play in bringing 

this about, with all these 

challenges. Our panel of an 

award-winning speakers will tell 

their stories and give our pupils 

an opportunity to discuss how we can tackle the gender stereotypes. Parents are very welcomed but 

places are limited.  Tickets can be booked online at Eventbrite see link 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/shattering-the-gender-stereotypes-tickets-47059698826  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/shattering-the-gender-stereotypes-tickets-47059698826
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Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School Meals means 

that our school gets extra money! 
You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits: 

  Income Support 

 Income based Jobseekers Allowance 

 Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income of below £16,190 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

 Universal Tax Credit – if you apply after 1st April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a free meal 

(saving you more than £400 per year!).  There is NO stigma attached and no one will know because we 

operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall. 

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the school 

will get additional funding.  Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as normal! 

 

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk website.  You 

can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a school in Redbridge. It 

is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!! 

 

It is important to note that: 

 Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory 

 Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help with 

the cost of music lessons or school trips 

 No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming 

 Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation! 
 

The school has launched an exciting new parental 
communication App, Connect Ed, to replace the Clarion 
Call system currently in place.   Along with the ability to 
send and receive texts and emails, the App links directly 

to the school’s website where parents can find useful 

information about terms dates, our newsletters, policies 
and details of upcoming events. In addition, the App 
provides information about your daughter direct to your 
phone or mobile device and includes up to date details of 
attendance and achievements. Parents can also complete 
forms and provide consents for trips etc. all via the App.  
Access is via secure login and all data is secure. 
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You can get instant access to reports, timetables, attendance and behaviour.  You can also send and 
receive messages e.g. absence, appointments etc. 

 
The majority of our parents have taken advantage of this new concept and have downloaded the app 
already - don’t be left out - download the app today!    

 
Please follow Ursuline on Social Media! 
We can be found via the following links - 
Facebook Page: The Ursuline Academy Ilford https://www.facebook.com/The-
Ursuline- Academy-Ilford-391419821200584/ 
Twitter: @the_ursuline 

 
Instagram: UrsulineAcademyIlford 
https://www.instagram.com/ursulineacademyilford/ 
 

 

SCHOOL DIARY 
Date Time Event Category 

Monday 25th June All Week Year 11 Study Leave Year 11 Students 

Monday 25th June All Week Year 13 Study Leave Year 13 Students 

Monday 25th June All Week GCE/GCSE Exams Year 11 & 13 Students 

Monday 25th June All Week Year 12 Study leave Year 12 Students 

Monday 25th June All Week Year 12 Internal Exams Year 12 Students 

Monday 25th June – 
Thursday 28th June 

4 Days Paris Trip Selected Students 

Wednesday 27th June All Day Year 9/10 Borough 
Athletics 

Selected Year 9/10 
Students 

Thursday 28th June 2.30 – 3.20p.m. 7.3 Class Mass 7.3 Students 

Monday 2nd July All Week Year 11 Study Leave Year 11 Students 

Monday 2nd July All Week Year 13 Study Leave Year 13 Students 

Monday 2nd July All Day Year 12 Taster Day Year 11 Students 

Tuesday 3rd July All Day Year 10 Retreat with 
Comboni Sisters, 
Chiswick (10.2) 

10.2 Students 

Tuesday 3rd July All Day Year 12 Mock Art Exam Year 12 Art Students 

Wednesday 4th July 4.30 – 6.30p.m. Art Private View GCSE/A Level Art 
Students & Parents 

Wednesday 4th July 7.00 – 8.00p.m. New Entrants Meeting Year 6 Parents 

Thursday 5th July All Day New Year 7 Taster Day Year 6 Students 

Thursday 5th July All Day Year 10 Retreat with 
Comboni Sisters, 
Chiswick (10.3) 

10.3 Students 

Thursday 5th July All Day Make the Future Live 
Event (Olympic Park) 

Selected Year 7-9 
Students 

Thursday 5th July 9.00 – 9.50a.m. Mike Haines Visit to 
Year 9/10 Students 

Year 9/10 Students 

Friday 6th July All Day Staff Development Day School closed to 
students 

http://www.facebook.com/The-Ursuline-
http://www.facebook.com/The-Ursuline-
https://www.instagram.com/ursulineacademyilford/
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Monday 9th July All Week Year 11 Study Leave Year 11 Students 

Monday 9th July All Week Year 13 Study Leave Year 13 Students 

Monday 9th July All Day Year 10 Retreat with 
Comboni Sisters, 
Chiswick (10.1) 

10.1 Students 

Tuesday 10th July 6.00 – 8.00p.m. Summer Concert All Welcome! 

Wednesday 11th July All Day Year 10 Retreat with 
Comboni Sisters, 
Chiswick (10.4) 

10.4 Students 

Friday 13th July All Day Annual Sports Day at 
Cricklefields 

Year 7/8/9/10 Students 

Monday 16th July All Week Year 11 Study Leave Year 11 Students 

Monday 16th July All Week Year 13 Study Leave Year 13 Students 

Friday 20th July 12.40p.m. Term Ends Whole School 

 

 

EXTRA CURRICULAR DIARY 
Date Time Event Category 

Monday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Gymnastics                         
(Ms Keis) (Gym) 

All Years 

Monday  12.40 – 1.40p.m. KS4 Book Club                   
(Ms Riste) (G2) 

Year 10 Students 

Monday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball (Mrs Mansell) 
(Playground/Gym) 

Year 7 Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 DT Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Indoor Rowing                  
(Ms Keogh) (Gym) 

All Years 

Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Cambridge Latin Course 
(Ms Ammeux) (G6) 

Year 9 Students 

Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball (Ms Keogh) 
(Playground/Gym) 

Year 10 & 12 Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Art Club (Mrs Bryant) 
(Art Rooms) 

Year 10 Students 

Wednesday 12.50 – 1.10p.m. Creative Writing Club 
(Ms Catungal) (F8) 

All Years 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Dance Club                 
(GCSE/6th Form 

Students) (Dance 
Studio) 

Year 7 & 8 Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 DT Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Equality Club (Ms 
Mackie & Ms Casey 

(F19) 

All Years 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. GCSE RE Intervention 
Revision (Ms Casey/Mr 

McGhee) (F4) 

Year 10 RE Students 
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Wednesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Cambridge Latin Course 
(Ms Ammeux) (G6) 

Year 10 Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 DT Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 DT Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Knitting/Colouring Club 
(Ms Mackie & her Mum) 

(F19) 

All Years 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Maths Homework Club 
(Ms Sondh) (F14) 

All Years 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. GCSE Music Club              
(Ms Maguire)                

(Music Rooms) 

Year 10 Music Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Spanish Club                         
(Ms Warren) (S1) 

Year 10 Spanish 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Art Club                                 
(Mr Finn) (Art Rooms) 

Year 10 Art Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Badminton (Gym) Year 12 Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 DT Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball                                     
(Ms Keis) (Playground) 

Year 8 & 9 Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. GCSE PE Revision & 
Coursework                               

(Ms Keogh) (F7) 

Year 10 PE Students 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 DT Students 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. English Help & 
Homework Club       

(English Dept.) (F8) 

All Years 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Indoor Athletics                  
(Mrs Mansell) (Gym) 

All Years 

Friday 3.20 – 4.15p.m. Cross Country                   
(Mrs Mansell) 

(Gym/Park) 

All Years 

Friday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 DT Students 

 


