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Dear Parents/Guardians 

Headteacher’s Headlines…  

Apologies for the lack of contact and Newsletters over the past 3 weeks, as you may be aware 

our school has been the victim of a cyber-attack.  During the Easter holiday alerts were triggered and CIS 

(County Infrastructure Services), our outsourced IT company, discovered a ransom ware attack.  This 

affected all applications including SIMs and all files were encrypted.  It will be a long and expensive process 

to re build our servers and resume all services.  We have contacted all the necessary agencies and the 

police are on the case.  Exams will go on as planned and will be unaffected.  Meanwhile we have been 

using paper registers, using textbooks and ‘chalk and talk’ in lessons!  Without emails people have been 

speaking to each other more and therefore life has gone on at Ursuline, although it has been a salutary 

lesson on how much we rely on computers in this digital world!  

 

In relation to our IT issues staff had a very nice surprise arrive in the staff room last week.  A box of 

chocolates appeared from a Year 7 student with the following message: 

‘To all Teachers, Thank you for all that you do, even though the systems are down it doesn’t prevent you 

from being the best teachers ever! So eat chocolate because you are worth it’. 

Needless to say the chocolates were very much appreciated and the kind words went some way to 

alleviate the stress!! 

 

Please note that until we are able to sync Parent pay to our new pupil database, we can only accept cash 

in the dining room. Some girls regularly come without cash and we have logged their names for payment 

when the system is back up and running. This has now escalated and we need to insist on cash payments. 

This will be better for parents in the long run as I am sure the prospect of a huge bill would not be 

welcomed.  Some girls have already racked up a sizeable bill and I am concerned that parents have given 

them money which they have spent in local shops and then have still had a school lunch!  Please be 

assured that Parent Pay is cloud based so financial data is secure, the problem is that we are unable at 

present to link it to pupil details. 

 

In the last week of last term during Holy Week we had a fantastic performance of ‘Born for This’ a musical 

portrayal of the Stations of the Cross written by Jo Boyce from CJM music.  The girls and staff had worked 

so hard with rehearsals after school every week and their hard work certainly paid off.  It was certainly a 

dramatic, inspiring and thought provoking performance which we will remain in our thoughts and hearts 

for a long time. Well done! SERVIAM! See pictures below on page 3. 
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On Thursday 10th May we will be having a Section 48 Inspection organised by the Diocese to inspect the 

Catholic life of the school and the RE department.  Our last inspection was in 2012 so it is long overdue and 

we are looking forward to welcoming our inspectors and sharing with them all that Ursuline has to offer. 

You should have received an email with details of the inspection and a parental questionnaire to complete, 

please complete and return to school in a sealed envelope, alternatively they can be returned by email to 

kherbert@uai.org.uk  marked for the attention of the Denominational Inspector. 

 

May I remind our Catholic families that next Thursday is Ascension day and a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Unfortunately, on this occasion we are not able to host Mass in school as usual so will encourage the girls 

to attend mass in their own parish.  

 

Next Friday 11th May will be the last day before the exams start for Year 11.  We will also bid Ms Filipe 

farewell as she goes on Maternity leave, we wish her all the best and look forward to her return next year. 

During the exam period please ensure your daughter gets plenty of rest and sleep.  Encourage her to eat 

healthily, drink water and take some time out from revising!  It is important that girls arrive to school in 

plenty of time for their exams. It adds to their stress levels if they rush through the door with a minute to 

spare or even more if they are late!  

 

Today at Brentwood Cathedral was the annual ceremony 

for the Brentwood Diocese Citizenship awards. This year’s 

recipient is Urielle Fidgenon in Year 12.  Urielle’s 

nomination was for her outstanding contribution to the 

Catholic life of the school.  Urielle helps out in Chaplaincy, 

serves at whole school masses and in her parish and is a 

great role model for younger students. Well done Urielle 

we are immensely proud of you!  

 

Our Year 8 retreats are coming up at Walsingham House, the Diocesan retreat centre which has moved 

from Canvey Island to Abbotswick which is just outside Brentwood. The house has been fully refurbished 

and is set in 14 acres of countryside. The retreat is led by young people and is always a fun day with time 

for personal reflection and growth. It is of course an important day to enrich the RE curriculum and we 

would expect all students to attend.  

 

 

 

Chaplaincy News 

 
Pope Francis@Pontifex – April 30th 

Be one with Christ when you pray, take care of your most vulnerable brother and sisters, and 

work for peace. 

 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 

May: Prudence 

4th May: I have undaunted and firm faith and hope in the infinite divine goodness 

5th May: From everywhere comes dangers and various traps and diabolic snares 

6th May: Consider each one as good but be prudent for your own good 

mailto:kherbert@uai.org.uk
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7th May: You will achieve more with kindness and gentleness than with harshness and sharp rebukes 

8th May: Act in such ay that they may always follow your example 

9th May: First of all, strive, with the help of God 

10th May: Merely beginning is not enough if you do not carry through  

 

Born for This Photos! 
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Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School Meals means 

that our school gets extra money! 
You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits: 

  Income Support 

 Income based Jobseekers Allowance 

 Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income of below £16,190 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

 Universal Tax Credit – if you apply after 1st April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a free meal 

(saving you more than £400 per year!).  There is NO stigma attached and no one will know because we 

operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall. 

 

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the school 

will get additional funding.  Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as normal! 

 

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk website.  You 

can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a school in Redbridge. It 

is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!! 

 

It is important to note that: 

 Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory 

 Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help with 

the cost of music lessons or school trips 

 No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming 

 Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation! 

 

 

 

 

Study Leave 
With year 11 and 13 shortly to begin study leave we have been asked by Redbridge Library 

to display the following poster (see below).  Equally, this applies to any of our students wishing to use the 

Library for study purposes. 

We have also enclosed an article on dealing with exam stress, which we hope students will find useful! 

Please see pages 6 and 7. 
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SCHOOL DIARY 

 
Date Time Event Category 

Monday 7th May – 
Friday 11th May 

All Week Gospel Values Week Whole School 

Wednesday 9th May 11.50a.m. – 12.40p.m. 8.2 Class Mass (Chapel) 8.2 Students 

Friday 11th May Morning Year 11 Leavers Mass Year 11 Students 

Monday 14th May – 
Friday 18th May 

All Week Year 11 Study Leave Year 11 Students 

Monday 14th May – 
Friday 18th May 

All Week GCE/GCSE Exams Year 11/13 Students 

Monday 14th May – 
Friday 18th May 

All Week Year 9 Trip to Maes Y 
Lade (Wales) 

Selected Year 9 
Students 

Monday 14th May 11.00 – 11.50a.m. 8.1 Class Mass (Chapel) 8.1 Students 

Wednesday 16th May 9.50 – 10.40a.m. 8.4 Class Mass (Chapel) 8.4 Students 

Monday 21st May – 
Friday 25th May 

All Week Year 11 Study Leave Year 11 Students 

Monday 21st May – 
Friday 25th May 

All Week GCE/GCSE Exams Year 11/13 Students 

Monday 21st May All Day Year 8 ‘Children of 
Willesden lane’ live 

webcast  
(English Department) 

Year 8 Students 

Monday 21st May 11.00 – 11.50a.m. 8.3 Class Mass (Chapel) 8.3 Students 

Monday 28th May – 
Friday 1st June 

All Week Half Term School Closed 

Monday  4th June 8.40a.m. Term Begins Whole School 
 

 

 

EXTRA CURRICULAR DIARY 

 
Date Time Event Category 

Monday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Gymnastics                         
(Ms Keis) (Gym) 

All Years 

Monday  12.40 – 1.40p.m. KS4 Book Club                   
(Ms Riste) (G2) 

Year 10 & 11 Students 

Monday 3.30 – 5.00p.m. English 5 O’clock Club 
(Ms Cooper) (F8) 

Year 11 English Students 

Monday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball (Mrs Mansell) 
(Playground/Gym) 

Year 7 Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. English Intervention 
Revision Session               
(Ms Keogh) (F11) 

Year 11 English Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Indoor Rowing                  
(Ms Keogh) (Gym) 

All Years 
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Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Art Club                             
(Ms Bryant) (Art Rooms) 

Year 10 & 11 Art 
Students 

Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Cambridge Latin Course 
(Ms Ammeux) (G6) 

Year 9 Students 

Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball (Ms Keogh) 
(Playground/Gym) 

Year 10,11,12 & 13 
Students 

Wednesday 9.00 – 9.50a.m. Year 11 Monitoring           
(Ms Filipe) (F16) 

Selected Year 11 
Students 

Wednesday 12.50 – 1.10p.m. Creative Writing Club 
(Ms Catungal) (F8) 

All Years 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Dance Club                 
(GCSE/6th Form 

Students) (Dance 
Studio) 

Year 7 & 8 Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Equality Club (Ms 
Mackie & Ms Casey) 

(F19) 

All Years 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. GCSE RE Intervention 
Revision (Ms Casey/Mr 

McGhee) (F4) 

Year 10 & 11 RE 
Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Cambridge Latin Course 
(Ms Ammeux) (G6) 

Year 10 & 11 Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Compulsory GCSE Music 
Extended Writing Club 

(Ms Maguire)              
(Music Rooms) 

Year 11 Music Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. English Intervention 
Revision Session                
(Ms Keogh) (F11) 

Year 11 English Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Knitting/Colouring Club 
(Ms Mackie & her Mum) 

(F19) 

All Years 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Maths Homework Club 
(Ms Sondh) (F14) 

All Years 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. GCSE Music Club              
(Ms Maguire)                

(Music Rooms) 

Year 10 & 11 Music 
Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Spanish Club                         
(Ms Warren) (S1) 

Year 10 Spanish 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Art Club                                 
(Ms Bryant (Art Rooms) 

Year 10 & 11 Art 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Badminton (Gym) Year 12 & 13 Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 
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Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball                                     
(Ms Keis) (Playground) 

Year 8 & 9 Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. GCSE PE Revision & 
Coursework                               

(Ms Keogh) (F7) 

Year 10 & 11 PE 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Spanish Grammar & 
Exam Practice                        

(Ms Warren) (S1) 

Year 11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. English Help & 
Homework Club       

(English Dept.) (F8) 

All Years 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Indoor Athletics                  
(Mrs Mansell) (Gym) 

All Years 

Friday 1.10 – 1.40p.m. Spanish Club                        
(Ms Warren) (S1) 

Year 11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 3.20 – 4.15p.m. Cross Country                   
(Mrs Mansell) 

(Gym/Park) 

All Years 

Friday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

 


