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Dear Parents/Guardians 

Headteacher’s Headlines… 

 
Congratulations to those year 10 students who have been selected as Year 11 Prefects. 

They will begin their roles after half term.  This is a new initiative at Ursuline to provide 

leadership opportunities for our best students.  This is a prestigious role and a privilege 

for the girls.  Of course alongside privilege comes responsibility and we will be calling 

upon them to do some weekly duties to assist staff.  We will also expect them to be a 

good role model for younger students at all times.  They will be led by our Sixth Form Senior Prefects who 

will organise and supervise the girls. This is a good way for the girls to live out Serviam and contribute to 

school life.  We look forward to working with them and watching how they develop in their roles.  

 

I was thrilled to be able to watch the ‘First Give’ presentations during PSHCE last week.  

Year 8 did a fine job of raising awareness and money for their chosen charities - please 

see article and photographs on Pages 2-4. 

 

One of our Governors came into school on Monday to attend a Year 8 class 

Mass and talk to Cleo our Chaplain.  Our Governors give great service to our 

school and we are grateful for their support.  Angela St. Ville is a Foundation 

Governor and has served our community for many years having previously been a Parent.  Following her 

visit, she wrote a complimentary letter to me at school to explain what she had seen and how well she 

thought the school was doing (please see Pages 4/5).  Visitors never fail to be impressed with the calm 

working environment in lessons and the lovely atmosphere in the school.  

 

With Year 11 girls in exams and 40 students in Wales the school has 

seemed much quieter this week and we have certainly noticed this in the 

dining room.  Of course Ramadan has also started and some of our 

students are fasting.  We have received some advice about fasting for 

those students doing public exams. This advice was from the Association 

of School and College Leaders (ASCL) who have worked with imams, 

Islamic scholars, experts, Muslim chaplains in the education sector and 

education leaders to produce information for school and colleges to help advise Muslim students on how 

best they can fulfil their Islamic obligations during Ramadan, including the obligation to perform well in 

their exams and tests.  It allows students who are experiencing hardship to break their fast during 
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Ramadan (and make up the days later), if it affects their ability to revise and study for important exams and 

tests. The imams, Islamic scholars, experts, chaplains and leaders consulted thought that sitting important 

examinations can be an exemption from fasting if a student fears that fasting will affect his or her 

performance adversely.  Families should be informed of the flexibility Islamic Law offers to delay or exempt 

themselves from fasting and late night prayers if they believe their performance in exams and tests could 

be affected. 

With A level exams starting after Half Term Year 13 go on study leave from next Friday (25th 

May).  We will celebrate with an assembly in the afternoon and some Strawberries and 

cream to see them on their way and wish them well.  Whether they have been at the school 

for seven years or two they all leave as ‘Ursuline Girls’ and we hope Serviam will stay with 

them for the rest of their lives as it does with so many of us ex Ursuline students. 

Please note that we are still unable to sync Parent pay to our new pupil database, so we can still 

only accept cash in the dining room. Some girls regularly come without cash and we have 

logged their names for payment when the system is back up and running. This has now 

escalated and we need to insist on cash payments. This will be better for parents in the long run I 

am sure the prospect of a huge bill would not be welcomed. Some girls have already racked up a sizeable 

bill and I am concerned that parents have given them money which they have spent in local shops and then 

have still had a school lunch! Please be assured that Parent Pay is cloud based so financial data is secure, 

the problem is that we are unable at present to link it to pupil details. 

 

Our Year 8 retreats are coming up at Walsingham House, the Diocesan retreat centre 

which has moved from Canvey Island to Abbotswick which is just outside Brentwood. 

The house has been fully refurbished and is set in 14 acres of countryside. The retreat 

is led by young people and is always a fun day with time for personal reflection and 

growth. It is of course an important day to enrich the RE curriculum and we would 

expect all students to attend.  

 

 First Give Presentations 
Last Thursday Year 8 had their First Give final.  The Year 8 forms went head to head to raise £1000 for their 
chosen charity.  8.1 
finalists presented 
for Refuge, a domestic 
violence charity; 8.2 
presented for NSPCC, a 
child abuse charity; 8.3 
presented for Growing 
Against Violence, a charity 
seeking to protect young 
people at risk of 
association with gangs, 
crime and violence; and 
8.4 raising awareness 
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about Ten Ten Charitable Trust, to educate young 
people about topical issues through drama 
production, with a Catholic ethos.  
 
All of the finalists were outstanding.  They displayed 
excellent team work, confident public speaking and 
creative, well organised presentations.  The winning 
team were 8.4: Abigail, Cheryl, Raphline, Tanya M, 
Vera, Tanya K and Christina who created their own 
video, song and slide show to raise awareness 
about the work their charity carries out.  
 
A huge well done to all the year 8 students for their 
fund raising and raising awareness this term! Overall 
Year 8 raised £483 through their form fundraising ideas.  

A particular thanks and well done to Daisy Plante 
8.4 for raising over £260 for Ten Ten Charitable 
Trust. 
 
A big thanks to the form tutors for all their hard work, First Give, 
and the external judges from the Police, Redbridge CVS and the 
Councillor for Valentines Ward for volunteering their time.  

Year 8 have made me extremely proud and have proven that 12-13 
year olds can make a difference in this world! 
Ms Grewal, Head of Year 8 
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First Give Participants 2018 

 

 

Chaplaincy News 

 

 
Pope Francis@Pontifex – May 17th 

God loves us in a way that crushes all loneliness and isolation 

 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 

May: Prudence 

18th May: Strive with all your might to keep yourselves as you have been called by God 

19th May: Strive to be faithful and devoted 

20th May: Above all, be on your guard not to want to get anything done by force 

21st May: I do not say, however, that it will not be necessary occasionally to use reproaches and severity, at 

the right place and time 

22nd May: Every type of evil must be resisted 

23rd May: You must make a sound and firm resolution 

24th May: May God give you knowledge and capacity 

 

Governor Visit 14/05/2018 

Dear Ms Reilly 

Thank you very much for the very warm welcome provided by you and all your staff. I really enjoyed the 

visit because the students looked happy and focused which is a testimony to the school and your 

leadership 
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My primary intention was mainly to attend chapel with the students to understand their religious life. 

Anyway, I left a few hours later with an excellent impression of the entire school. 

The service was a joy because the students and chaplain were so well prepared and performed a short 

presentation about the life of Samuel, who heard God calling him and responded “speak God thy servant is 

listening” All the students participated with reverence: Catholics and non-Catholics, and all received a 

blessing or Holy Communion. 

The preparation was evident from the colourful paperwork in the Chapel. 

The Chaplain provided leadership and direction, which promoted focus and orderliness for the students.  

I read the Ursuline Links Newsletter, which provided a wealth of information and described the fantastic 

work being done by Hannah, the Ursuline Youth Minister, Sister Kathleen and our Chaplain at the Ilford 

Ursuline Cleo Gammon. What was remarkable was that the Ursuline girls are being encouraged to 

demonstrate the values of SERVIAM through opportunities for charitable service at home and abroad. I 

was interested in The London Social Justice Project where young people can help at food banks, soup 

kitchens, homeless and refugee centres all over London. 

I was so inspired that I offered to volunteer to take part in any such future projects whenever possible.  

I commended Cleo, the Chaplain who was the director of the Easter production ‘Born For This‘ which I had 

attended on 26/03/18. This presentation was not only of a very high standard it was emotional for me, and 

the other governors who attended. I would love to purchase the DVD which represented so much effort: 

great talent, lighting, singing, leaflet printing, superb acting, and angelic choir which all contributed to the 

timeless account of Jesus’s crucifixion. I understand that all the girls bonded over this production and 

became more engaged at school. 

The Head Teacher and I had lunch together and a nice chat. The students came along chatted freely to the 

Head Teacher because she is approachable. Meanwhile, I really enjoyed the canteen fruit which was really 

fresh and crunchy.  

The senior teachers stood by unobtrusively (on duty) during lunchtime as usual while the students sat 

outside on the ground in groups or were skipping or in the canteen having lunch. There was a sense of 

orderliness and happiness. 

I felt very happy at the end of my visit to enjoy a cup of tea with Kerry (Clerk to Governors), and have a 

chat about GDPR (25/05/18):  data protection legislation.  

I believe that THE URSULINE ACADEMY is an excellent school as it so diverse but inclusive, so has a homely 

feeling. The size is just right for students to feel seen and known by name. We live in a chaotic world but 

because of the ethos of our catholic education, students will be able to formulate or embrace a clear set of 

values because of their knowledge that God is in charge and is alive. He can speak to them too, just as he 

spoke to Samuel.  

I would like to thank Ms Reilly and Staff again for her hard work and the excellent atmosphere at the 

school. We are expecting the results of the Section 48 school inspection, which I think should be excellent 

too. 

Ms Angela St Ville                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School Meals means 

that our school gets extra money! 
You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits: 

  Income Support 

 Income based Jobseekers Allowance 

 Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income of below £16,190 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

 Universal Tax Credit – if you apply after 1st April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a free meal 

(saving you more than £400 per year!).  There is NO stigma attached and no one will know because we 

operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall. 

 

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the school 

will get additional funding.  Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as normal! 

 

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk website.  You 

can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a school in Redbridge. It 

is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!! 

 

It is important to note that: 

 Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory 

 Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help with 

the cost of music lessons or school trips 

 No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming 

 Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation! 

 

SCHOOL DIARY 
Date Time Event Category 

Monday 21st May – 
Friday 25th May 

All Week Year 11 Study Leave Year 11 Students 

Monday 21st May – 
Friday 25th May 

All Week GCE/GCSE Exams Year 11/13 Students 

Monday 21st May All Day Year 8 ‘Children of 
Willesden Lane’ live 

webcast  
(English Department) 

Year 8 Students 
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Monday 21st May 11.00 – 11.50a.m. 8.3 Class Mass (Chapel) 8.3 Students 

Monday 28th May – 
Friday 1st June 

All Week Half Term School Closed 

Monday  4th June 8.40a.m. Term Begins Whole School 

 

 

EXTRA CURRICULAR DIARY 
Date Time Event Category 

Monday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Gymnastics                         
(Ms Keis) (Gym) 

All Years 

Monday  12.40 – 1.40p.m. KS4 Book Club                   
(Ms Riste) (G2) 

Year 10 & 11 Students 

Monday 3.30 – 5.00p.m. English 5 O’Clock Club 
(Ms Cooper) (F8) 

Year 11 English Students 

Monday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball (Mrs Mansell) 
(Playground/Gym) 

Year 7 Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. English Intervention 
Revision Session               
(Ms Keogh) (F11) 

Year 11 English Students 

Tuesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Indoor Rowing                  
(Ms Keogh) (Gym) 

All Years 

Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Art Club                             
(Ms Bryant) (Art Rooms) 

Year 10 & 11 Art 
Students 

Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Cambridge Latin Course 
(Ms Ammeux) (G6) 

Year 9 Students 

Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball (Ms Keogh) 
(Playground/Gym) 

Year 10,11,12 & 13 
Students 

Wednesday 9.00 – 9.50a.m. Year 11 Monitoring           
(Ms Filipe) (F16) 

Selected Year 11 
Students 

Wednesday 12.50 – 1.10p.m. Creative Writing Club 
(Ms Catungal) (F8) 

All Years 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Dance Club                 
(GCSE/6th Form 

Students) (Dance 
Studio) 

Year 7 & 8 Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Equality Club (Ms 
Mackie & Ms Casey 

(F19) 

All Years 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. GCSE RE Intervention 
Revision (Ms Casey/Mr 

McGhee) (F4) 

Year 10 & 11 RE 
Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Cambridge Latin Course 
(Ms Ammeux) (G6) 

Year 10 & 11 Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Compulsory GCSE Music 
Extended Writing Club 

Year 11 Music Students 
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(Ms Maguire)              
(Music Rooms) 

Wednesday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Wednesday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. English Intervention 
Revision Session                
(Ms Keogh) (F11) 

Year 11 English Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Knitting/Colouring Club 
(Ms Mackie & her Mum) 

(F19) 

All Years 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Maths Homework Club 
(Ms Sondh) (F14) 

All Years 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. GCSE Music Club              
(Ms Maguire)                

(Music Rooms) 

Year 10 & 11 Music 
Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Spanish Club                         
(Ms Warren) (S1) 

Year 10 Spanish 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Art Club                                 
(Ms Bryant (Art Rooms) 

Year 10 & 11 Art 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Badminton (Gym) Year 12 & 13 Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Netball                                     
(Ms Keis) (Playground) 

Year 8 & 9 Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. GCSE PE Revision & 
Coursework                               

(Ms Keogh) (F7) 

Year 10 & 11 PE 
Students 

Thursday 3.20 – 4.20p.m. Spanish Grammar & 
Exam Practice                        

(Ms Warren) (S1) 

Year 11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. English Help & 
Homework Club       

(English Dept.) (F8) 

All Years 

Friday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Indoor Athletics                  
(Mrs Mansell) (Gym) 

All Years 

Friday 1.10 – 1.40p.m. Spanish Club                        
(Ms Warren) (S1) 

Year 11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 3.20 – 4.15p.m. Cross Country                   
(Mrs Mansell) 

(Gym/Park) 

All Years 

Friday 3.20 – 5.00p.m. DT Catch Up Session 
(Ms Reilly) (G12) 

Year 10 & 11 DT 
Students 

 


