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THE URSULINE ACADEMY ILFORD 

A Catholic Academy for Girls 

Weekly News – Issue 35 
7th July 2017 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
Headteacher’s Headlines…  

                                                    
Thank you to all parents and girls who attended our Summer concert on Wednesday, nineteen 
superb acts with an impressive number of students involved.  From String Quartets to Samba 
drumming and a number of vocal groups we were in for a treat.  Our thanks go to our 

instrumental peripatetic teachers who have taught the girls all year, all of whom came to accompany and 
support the girls on Wednesday.  We also had a performance of the winning ‘Guild play’ from the Drama 
department, thank you Ms Milne.  Special thanks of course to Ms Maguire in our Music department for the 
excellent show she organised.  The evening was well attended and raised £340 pounds for the Music 
department to buy instruments. 
 
On Thursday 6th July our new Year 7 cohort for September joined us for their induction day.  They started the 
day with an Assembly with Mrs. Wood before going off to their taster lessons.  I met with them at the end of 
the day and all reported they had had a good day.  We look forward to meeting them in September when they 
will be in their Ursuline uniform and when they officially join our family. 
 
Please see photographs below of F16, our classroom in need of refurbishment; we are hoping to do a ‘first fix’ 
on this over the summer so it becomes a useable space.  The girls of course have been helping to fund raise 
and the Ursuline Marathon has raised just over a thousand pounds.  Some girls made a superb effort including 
Amber Padua (7.1) who raised £101.00, Fleur Davies (7.3) who raised £110.00 and Daisy Amerie Plante (7.4) 
who raised £141.80!  Well done girls, that truly is SERVIAM!  Prizes will be awarded to you at the end of term 
achievement assemblies.  Please note that parents are still able to contribute because, as you can see from 
the photos, we still have a way to go! 
Thank you for your support. 

 
The year 13 Prom on Monday was a great success, I was disappointed not to be able to go this year, but there 
were many staff in attendance to wish the girls well.  Please see article below from Ms. Mackie, Assistant 
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Head of Sixth Form.  This evening we have our Year 11 Prom, which is always a fantastic event with everyone 
dressed in their finery and heels.  Needless the say the heels will not last the night and the ‘flip flops’ will be 
donned by 10 o’clock.  News and pictures from the Prom next week. 
 
On Monday we welcomed Cathy Cassidy a children’s author to school to speak to year 7 & 8 and there was 
much excitement about her new book which many girls had ordered and queued to get signed.  Please see 
article on pages 6/7 from Ms Finlay, and also the Ilford Recorder article.  Thank you to Ms Finlay for organising 
this.  
 
Also on Monday was our induction day for year 12 students, where we welcomed back many of our Year 11 
cohort and external students hoping to join Ursuline in the Summer.  We do still have some places left in Sixth 
form for September so girls are still able to enrol on 24th August when they receive their results.  For the first 
time this year we are offering a Scholarship programme for the most able.  This includes a tailored package of 
support for University entrance; with visits to Russell group universities, mentoring, support with entrance 
exams for Medicine and Law and a financial incentive to support girls in their learning.  Please see the school 
website for details. 
 
Next Friday we have our annual sports day at Cricklefields stadium.  Parents are welcome to attend to support 
their daughters.  It is usually a fun day.  Please ensure your daughter brings her packed lunch plenty of water 
and sunscreen as we are outdoors all day and it could be a hot one!  
 

 Year 13 Prom 

Year 13 Prom was held on Monday 3rd July at Wanstead Sports Club.  The event was organised 
by our outgoing Head Girl Team, headed by Floriane Fidegnon.  The Team did an excellent job 
and the night went off without a hitch.  The venue was decorated in the colours purple and 
silver, the DJ was a class act, (impressively managing to appeal to staff and students alike), and 

the Pizza Hut was delicious!  A lot of staff also attended, which is a testament to just how popular this year 
group were, I know the students (and myself) were very grateful to all who took the time to attend.  It was 
fantastic to see the thoughtful, funny, kind hearted and incredibly stylish young women these girls have grown 
into, and I know we will miss them a lot.  I’d like to wish them all the best for the future, as I am certain they 
will go on to do great things. 
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Miss Mackie, Assistant Head of 6th Form   

 

 
Chaplaincy News 

 
 

Pope Francis @Pontifex · July 1 

A Christian’s mission in the world is splendid, it is a mission intended for everyone.  It is a mission of service, 

excluding no one! 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici - Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 
 
July: Encouragement 
7th July: Be happy, and always full of charity and faith and hope in God. 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex
https://twitter.com/Pontifex


 4 

8th July: Charity directs everything to the honour of God and the good of souls. 
9th July: the suffering of this world is nothing in comparison with the blessings which are in Paradise. 
10th July: Live a new life. 
11th July: Be attentive, with great and longing heart. 
12th July: Act, move, believe, strive, hope, cry out to him with all your heart. 
13th July: Consider that we live in the midst of snares and dangers. 
 

Cleo Gammon, Chaplain 
 

 

Bike Maintenance Day 
On Friday 30th June, the bike maintenance team came in to help us learn more about bikes.  We thoroughly 
enjoyed ourselves, we learnt many new skills and we had lots of fun.  We learnt how to fix a punctured tyre, 
fix the brakes and the names of all the aspects of the bike for example the boss bolt, the head set and the 
balancing screws.  Best of all we had a lovely day outside with our friends and the Bike maintenance team. 
Andreus and Gromit were very helpful and they kept us entertained throughout.  
We hope to do a similar activity like this next year  
Thanks to Mrs Patel and Ms Yeboah for organising this and for Ms Tallat for lending us her bike to work on.  
Madeline Doves, Lillian Talbot, Safa Butt, Izza Tariq, Victoria Makoyawo, Erica Massey, Cordismarie 
Nwodowilly,  (Year 9 Bike team) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Chaplaincy Timetable 

Tuesday 1.00 – 1.40p.m. Girl Talk 101 Year 10 & above 

Thursday 8.40 – 9.00a.m. Chaplaincy Team Meeting Chaplaincy Team  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj49Iqa1OzUAhVFuhQKHSYNCnoQjRwIBw&url=https://patch.com/connecticut/stonington/how-to-get-home-on-your-bike--maintenance-class&psig=AFQjCNGOC2nMzGqHG9GGOcoQXZfoPu2KBA&ust=1499155474072400
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In the News this week! 

Bestselling author Cathy Cassidy wows Ursuline Academy pupils 

 
Children's author Cathy Cassidy signs books and talks to students at the Ursuline Academy 

A popular author who has captivated millions of young girls dropped in to share her story with hundreds of 
pupils this week. 

Cathy Cassidy captivated the pupils and charmed teachers as she gave a talk at the school, in Morland Road, 
Ilford. 

The former agony aunt, who was crowned “Queen of Teen” in 2010, is the author behind the popular The 
Chocolate Box series,  

As part of her work with Authors Aloud UK, an organisation which brings authors into schools and libraries, 
Cathy told students about her journey to become a writer, before signing copies of her latest book Love From 
Lexie. 

Librarian Catherine Finlay said the visit had been thoroughly enjoyed by all years and thanked Newham 
Bookstore for providing discounted copies of Cathy’s latest novel. 

She said: “The day went very very well with Cathy speaking to over 300 students. 

“She was one of the nicest people you can meet; she made sure to spend time with each pupil individually. 

“When students were having their books signed, she had a chat with each of them. 

“It really was a brilliant day and we’re all desperate to find out what happens next!” 

http://www.ilfordrecorder.co.uk/
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Library News 
 
 

 

 

Well done to our wonderful readers in Yrs 7 and 8 who raised £190.34 through sponsorship for the Readathon 
charity http://readforgood.org/ helping sick children in hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And so the tale begins………. 
It was first period after lunch on one of the hottest afternoons this summer when Cathy Cassidy spoke to over 
300 students.  Congratulations to the author who managed to regale her audience with stories of her life, her 
characters and her inspiration, and to the students who sat enthralled to be in the company of their favourite 
author oblivious to the temperature! 
 
 

http://readforgood.org/
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I had a great experience meeting Cathy.  She is a great author 
and I read all her books.  The best part was when she said she 
liked my name.  Karishma means miracles.’ Karishma Gola - 8.3  
 
‘I found the Cathy Cassidy assembly very inspiring as she talked 
about going to university for art but ended up being a best-
selling author.  This only shows me that sometimes plan A 
doesn’t work out but luckily there are 25 more letters in the 
alphabet!’       Sarah Paul -7.2 

 
                                   

 
‘Teachers tell us off for daydreaming. Not 
anymore!  
Cathy Cassidy gave us 3 life hacks that 
don’t get you in trouble when you 
daydream.  The visit was inspirational and 
had such an impact on my thoughts.  
Remember, the best story comes from the 
wildest idea.’ Umama Ghufran - Year 7  
 
Special thanks to Newham Bookshop who 
provided the books at a discounted rate. 
Signed copies are available in the library 
@ £10 until Wed 12 July.  
http://www.newhambooks.co.uk/ 
 
Ms Finlay, Library Manager 

http://www.newhambooks.co.uk/
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Redbridge Schools Athletics Championships 2017 
The last couple of weeks have seen our athletes compete at the Redbridge Schools Athletics Championships at 
Astons Track in Woodford Green. 
The weather couldn’t have been more different with the year 7 and 8’s competing in the sweltering heat and 
the year 9 and 10’s struggling to keep warm! 
All the students competed well and they all deserve congratulations for their efforts. 
Year 8 student Aaliyah Robinson was our Ursuline star winning three gold medals in the 200m sprint, Long 
jump and relay.  
Please see below the large number of students who finished in the first four in their events. This is super as all 
the secondary schools in the Borough compete in this competition. 
Borough Champions    
Triple gold medallist Aaliyah Robinson Y8 200m, Long jump and relay 
 
Year 8 Relay Team Borough Champions - Aaliyah, Kyah, Angelica and Alannah  
 
Borough Runners Up     
Kylie Onyejeli  Y9 Long jump 
Anthonia Adewuyi Y9 200m 
Audrey Fidegnon  Y10 100m 
Y9 Relay Squad - Kylie, Ninikanwa, Tia, 
Anthonia and Jessica 
Y10 Relay Squad - Amagoechi, Tranace, 
Ogechi, Audrey and Chelsea 
3rd Place 
Kylie Onyejeli Y9 100m 
Ninikanwa Mbanu  Y9 800m 
Grace Ngoie Y9 Shot 
Lara Atkinson Y10 200m 
Katie Harwood Y10 800m 
Aiza Ahmed Y10 1500m 
4th Place 
Christina Mbula Y7 Hurdles 
Abigail Lestrade Y7 200m 
Paige Nestor Y7 Shot 
Jennifer Rose Chiaverni Y8 Hurdles 
Allanah Charles Y8 High Jump 
Tia Jones Y9 Triple Jump 
Mrs Mansell 
 
 
Sports Day 2017 
Please see letter below for more information! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtyfiTvfTUAhXIQBQKHeWcAPcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/topic/pe/&psig=AFQjCNGRVZvx4ig6qetYFUW_c0vK5_1jqw&ust=1499424328690848
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Results Days 2017 
A and AS level = Thursday 17th August 
GCSE = Thursday 24th August 
 
Results will be available between 9.00 and 11.00 in the Hall.  

Students should enter by the side blue gate and go up the back stairs to the Hall. 
 
Mr Challis and Mrs Wyatt will be in the Hall at this time and available in their offices after 11.00am. 
On 17th August the Library will be available for students to use the computers and have internet access for 
UCAS and university places. 
In the afternoon, on 17th and 24th August, careers advice will be available in the library. 
 
Enquiries About Results  
Year 13 A level students can request a priority re-mark or a photocopied script if a university place depends on 
the mark changing. 
Re-marks are available for all exam units taken this summer. Please note that marks can go down, stay the 
same or go up; and the new mark has to be accepted. Students can also request a copy of their script. 
Year 13 will receive a grade but will not know their actual mark or grade boundaries. Please see Mr Robertson 
and Mr Challis when you collect your results as they will have that information. 
All forms are available from Mrs Wyatt and the prices are shown below: 
 
GCSE 

BOARD RE-MARK (per 
script) 

PHOTOCOPY ORIGINAL 

EDEXCEL £35.90 £11.10 £11.10 

AQA £36.50 £13.95 £11.00 

OCR £45.60 £11.00 £11.00 

 
GCE 

BOARD RE-MARK (per 
script) 

PHOTOCOPY ORIGINAL 

EDEXCEL £41.70 £11.10 £11.10 

AQA £42.25 £13.95 £11.00 

OCR £45.60 £11.40 £11.00 

WJEC £36.00 £11.00 £11.00 

  
GCE A Level Priority Re-mark 

BOARD PRIORITY 

EDEXCEL £49.70 

AQA £50.30 

OCR £56.30 

WJEC £46.00 

Deadlines: 
Priority GCE Re-mark= Thursday 24th August 
Photocopied GCE script = Thursday 24th August 
GCE/GCSE Re-mark= Thursday 21st September 
Original script = Thursday 28th September 
Mrs A Wyatt, Exams Officer 
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SCHOOL DIARY 

 
Date Time Event Category 

Tuesday 11th July All Day Year 9 Reward Trip to 
Thorpe Park 

Year 9 Students 

Tuesday 11th July All Day Counsellor Booking Selected Students 

Tuesday 11th July 6.00 – 9.00p.m. Year 10 Spanish Tapas 
Tasting Evening 

Year 10 Spanish 
Students 

Tuesday 11th July All Day Year 7 Trip to Lille Selected Year 7 
Students 

Wednesday 12th July 9.00a.m. – 2.00p.m. PE GCSE Cycling  
Years 9 & 10 

Year 9 & 10 PE 
Students 

Thursday 13th July 9.00a.m. – 12.40p.m. Year 9 Guild Plays Year 9 Students 

Thursday 13th July 2.30 – 3.20p.m. Year 7 Class Mass 7.4 Students 

Friday 14th July All Day Sports Day at Cricklefields Whole School 

Monday 17th July All Day Year 10 Reward Trip to 
Thorpe park 

Year 10 Students 

Tuesday 18th July All Day Counsellor Booking Selected Students 

Tuesday 18th July All Day Year 7 Reward Trip to 
Colchester Zoo 

Year 7 Students 

Wednesday 19th July All Day Year 8 Reward Trip to 
Thorpe Park 

Year 8 Students 

Wednesday 19th July 8.45 – 9.00a.m. UAFTA Awards Assembly 
for Year 9 

Year 9 Students 

Thursday 20th July All Day Non Uniform Day Whole School 

Thursday 20th July 1.40 – 3.20p.m. Ursuline Summer Fayre Whole School 

Friday 21st July 12.40p.m. End of Term Whole School 

 
REVISION DIARY 

Date Time Event Category 

Tuesday 12.40 -1.40p.m. Year 10 GCSE PE Revision Year 10 PE Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Year 10 GCSE PE Revision Year 10 PE Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.30p.m. 10A English ‘Achieving 
Grade 8-9’ Intervention 

10A English Students 

Thursday 3.30 – 4.30p.m. Spanish Grammar 
Lessons  

Year 10 Spanish Students 

 

Students who attended 
Amal, Asya, Aisha, 
Judith, Jaria, Hibah, 
Benazir, Valentina ,Ella, 
Robyn,Julianne,Naomie 
Roshni,Roksolana,Sofia 
Sadiyah,Zahra,Ayshalini 
Sarah, Tabitha, Pippa,  
Florianne 


