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THE URSULINE ACADEMY ILFORD 

A Catholic Academy for Girls 

Weekly News – Issue 36 
                                                             14th July 2017 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
Headteacher’s Headlines…  
 

 An early edition of our weekly newsletter as we will all be out at Sports day tomorrow.  A real 
community event, we are hoping for good weather.  Please ensure your daughter brings her packed lunch and 
plenty of water and sunscreen.  Please be aware if you are picking your daughter up that, the day is likely to 
finish earlier than the normal school day – around 2.15pm.  Girls are permitted to bring their mobile phones 
with them on this occasion.  
 
On Friday 7th July we celebrated the year 11 Prom, it was a lovely evening well supported by staff and a fitting 
end to the exam period for the girls who have worked so hard.  All enjoyed dancing, candyfloss, popcorn and 
‘mocktails’.  Photos were the order of the day and the night finished with an awesome firework display in the 
playground.  I would like to thank Ms Grewal, staff that helped and especially our premises team who worked 
so hard to make it a special night for the girls.  See pictures on pages 3/4. 
 
The school has launched an exciting new parental communication App, Connect Ed, to replace the Clarion Call 
system currently in place.   Along with the ability to send and receive texts and emails, the App links directly to 
the school’s website where parents can find useful information about terms dates, our newsletters, policies 
and details of upcoming events. In addition, the App provides information about your daughter direct to your 
phone or mobile device and includes up to date details of attendance and achievements. Parents can also 
complete forms and provide consents for trips etc. all via the App.  Access is via secure login and all data is 
secure.   Please see the flyer on page 14 and don’t forget to download the App today! 
 
Our thanks go to Ms Riaz and Mrs Russell who accompanied a group to the IET for the Faraday Challenge last 
week.  The girls did not win this win but enjoyed the day and gained much from the experience.  Please see 
article on pages 5/6. 
 
Year 7 girls were practising their French on Wednesday when they were whisked off to Lille for the day. A 
great day was had by all and even Customs officers complimented the girls on their impeccable behaviour.  
Please see article below on page 2 from Ms Ammeux.  
 
Next Thursday we have our Summer Fair on Thursday afternoon.  Each form group has been asked to come 
with an idea for a stall or activity to raise money for ‘The Teenage Cancer Trust’.  It was a great success last 
year and we are hoping it will be bigger and better than last year to support this worthy cause.  Thursday will 
also be a non-uniform day for students who will need to contribute £1 for the privilege.  We will be collecting 
this early next week.  
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Term ends next Friday with the traditional early closure at 12.40.  Before this, we will have our end of Year 
religious assemblies.  Achievement assemblies will take place on Thursday morning to award certificates and 
prizes to those deserving.  Please remind your daughter that all belongings need to be taken home for the 
summer.  Those Upper school students who have lockers need to empty them for a deep clean to take place 
and where necessary disposal of broken or damaged lockers.  We have some maintenance work going on over 
the summer so it is important that no personal belongings are left onsite. Exercise books are important for 
revision so should be safely stored at home.  
 
Year 7 Trip to Lille 
On Wednesday we took 44 Year 7 students for a day in Lille, France, 
and everyone had lots of fun.  
We started off with a visit to the zoo, then strolled around the 
Vieux Lille (the old town).  This led us to Notre Dame de La 
Treille cathedral, where Mr McGhee led some prayers.  Of 
course, being in France, we had to finish the day with a spot 
of shopping in the Euralille shopping centre! 
The girls were a real credit to the school and were even 
described by the UK Borders custom officers in Calais as the 
best-behaved school group they had seen in a long time! 
Thank you to Mr McGhee, Ms Wood and Mr Robertson for helping 
make this day such a success. 

Miss Ammeux  
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Year 11 Prom 
  
On Friday we celebrated the end of Year 11 with the 
Starry Night Prom.  We had a DJ, Photobooth, 
Fireworks, Pizza, Mocktails, Pick n Mix, Pop Corn, a 
Candy Floss station and our very own Snapchat Filter for 

the occasion.  The Prom Committee (Raphina Williams, Maria Sohail 
and Julianne Best) were outstanding and worked hard with the planning 
stages throughout year 11.   
 
The girls looked absolutely stunning glammed up in their ball gowns! 
Teachers awarded the best dressed from each form class (which went to 
Sheidelle, Imaan, Aaminah and Parvin), but this was an extremely 
difficult decision because everybody deserved it!  The girls were excellent 
and had a lot of fun!  They deserved such fabulous celebrations after all 
their hard work throughout year 11 and their GCSE stress.  The 
celebrations came to a close with some gorgeous fireworks in the 
playground.  
A huge thank you to the premises team and all the staff (too many to 
name) for all their hard work on the day!  It simply wouldn’t have been 
possible without them!  
Miss Grewal, Head of Year 11 
 
Thank you for the teachers that helped and came along on the night. Everyone told me about how much they 
truly enjoyed themselves and how it was a night that they would never forget!                                            
Raphina Williams 
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IET Faraday Challenge Finals  
Coding the Future 

 
Twenty-nine schools from across London and Essex were 
invited to IET London, Savoy Place on Thursday 4th July 
after winning an IET Regional Faraday Challenge Day, 
which was hosted at Ursuline last month.  Eight Year 8 
students attended The IET Faraday Challenge celebration 
finals on 4th July, in partnership with the Jack Petchey 
Foundation. 
 
Their challenge was to use BBC micro:bit technology to 
develop two products which could help improve the 
performance of Ben Ainslie’s Land Rover BAR Team, who 

are competing in the six America’s Cup World Series. 
 
There was no trophy to take home this time but the students were rewarded with a prized experience at the 
IET last week.  Sometimes is not all about winning but the taking part is just as invaluable.  These kind of 
enrichment activities and experiences is about inspiring young minds, and many of them learnt so much 
about themselves and about how important teamwork is especially in STEM projects such as these.  The girls 
behaved impeccably, well done girls you were a credit to the school.                                                                                         
Mrs N Riaz, Mrs R Russell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I enjoyed participating in the Faraday Challenge Competition finals.  It has taught me so many things I 
never even knew about Engineering, from learning about STEM to making new friends, it is something I 
will cherish.  As it was my first time I have learnt so many new skills, that I never knew I could do.  Even 
though we may not have won the trophy I enjoyed every second of it and meeting new people  who are just as 
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interested in STEM as I am.  Overall I loved it all and I really hope I will be invited 

again to make even more memories with STEM!! Thank You. Zara Khan 8.2. 
 
Our trip to the IET Faraday Challenge was definitely an unforgettable experience I 
found it really interesting and it may have introduced me to the career of 
Engineering.  It has taught me that only 9% of women have a career in Engineering 
and I would really want that number to increase within the coming years.  Surely, it 

is something I would love to experience again. Tahseen Khondoker 8.2. 

 
I had an amazing experience and if I was given an opportunity again I would take it!  
It was a fantastic competition and I thoroughly enjoyed it. It helped me also to think 
about my future because I think now I might want to be an engineer when I am older.  Women don’t really 

get the chance but I will try.  It was fun and I would love to take part in this again next year.  Rachel Royce 

8.4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To find out more go to www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk. Follow JPF on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/JackPetcheyFoundation and Twitter @JPFoundation.comp 
 
http://faraday.theiet.org/stem-activity-days/faraday-challenge-days/ 
 
http://events.theiet.org/photo-competition/index.cfm?origin=twitter  
https://twitter.com/hashtag/IETPhotoComp?src=hash&lang=en  
 
 

 
History News 
Last week a Year 9 student, Milly Watson, very kindly did a presentation 
for the rest of her year group about her great grandfather, George Cape, 
who served as an underage soldier in World War I.  Milly brought in 

several items belonging to her great grandfather, including his dog tags and trench 
whistle, and spoke very proudly and articulately about him and his story.  The History 
department would like to thank Milly for taking the time and effort to bring History to 
life in such a way! 
Ms Mackie 
George’s story: 
My great grandfather George Cape was born in Carlisle and was an underage soldier who joined the army in 
the border regiment at 15 in World War One.  Being one of the many young men who lied about their age to 

http://faraday.theiet.org/stem-activity-days/faraday-challenge-days/
http://events.theiet.org/photo-competition/index.cfm?origin=twitter
https://twitter.com/hashtag/IETPhotoComp?src=hash&lang=en
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join, his parents allowed this because most thought it would be like a game of cricket and only last a few 
weeks.  One photo I have of George is one taken by his parents in their back garden, on the day he went to 
war for the first time.  
 
George Cape was captured at the battle of Passchendaele by German soldiers, he was put in front of a firing 
squad to be shot along with what was left of his regiment.  However, the German officer could not give the 
command to shoot seeing as most of them were just young boys. My great grandfather then spent the rest of 
the war in a prisoner of war camp in France, George was looked after by an older French soldier who taught 
him how to speak French which he then used later in life for his job. 
 
During the Second World War, George Cape was an ARP warden back in his home town of Carlisle, in the 
evening he would patrol streets and stand on factory roofs waiting for the incendiary bombs to be dropped by 
the German air force. He would stand watch and if any fires started, he would put it out with only a broom 
and a bucket of sand. 
Milly Watson, 9.4 
 

 

 

Chaplaincy News 
 

Pope Francis @Pontifex · July 11 

Europe has a unique patrimony of ideals and spiritual values, one that deserves to be proposed again with 

passion and renewed vigour. 

 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici - Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 
 
July: Encouragement 
14th July: If you see one timid and inclined to despondency, comfort her. 
15th July: Encourage them to them go forward willingly. 
16th July: God has given free will to everyone, and wants to force no one, but only proposes, invites and 
counsels. 
17th July: We will hear God’s voice all the more clearly the more purified and clean our conscience. 
18th July: Armed with God’s sacred precepts, let us conduct ourselves courageously. 
19th July: I beg you with all my heart, be like watchful and most vigilant shepherdesses. 
20th July:  Provide for everything as the Holy Spirit inspires you. 
 

Cleo Gammon, Chaplain 
 

Surprise Retreat Morning for Year 12 
On Wednesday 5th July, Year 12 came in expecting a normal day and start on our 
university research. We were surprised to be sent to the dining hall for an assembly 
where we found out that we would spend the morning off timetable for a retreat to 

Chaplaincy Timetable 

Tuesday 1.00 – 1.40p.m. Girl Talk 101 Year 10 & above 

Thursday 8.40 – 9.00a.m. Chaplaincy Team Meeting Chaplaincy Team  

https://twitter.com/Pontifex
https://twitter.com/Pontifex
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reflect on prayer and forms of prayer. Although we were thrown in to 
the deep we all enjoyed the morning as were able to reconnect with our 
religious and spiritual side and identify where we want to go and what 
we want to do.  
Sr. Kathleen and Cleo started the day with prayer and an inspiring talk 
and then we went to four workshops which were led by Hannah from 
Ursuline Links, Matt from Pax Christi, The Christian Education Project 
and Fr. John a priest from the Order of St. John. 
This day helped as a reminder that we would not always be in this 
stressful time, especially considering our exams. For me it especially 
highlighted that during times of stress and hardships, I figure that I can 
always turn to prayer and reconnect with God. 
I hope this workshop will continue with the younger years as it will 
remind them that they can always reconnect and find peace in God 
when times are hard or when they are struggling. 
Urielle 12.1 
 
Despite the fact that I was not expecting the retreat we had on 

Wednesday, it was an amazing experience 
which gave me the opportunity to reflect and 
consider different forms of prayer. It was lovely to have fellowship with classmates 
and discuss our thoughts and worries with the workshop leaders as well as each 
other.  
Some of my personal 
highlights include the session 
with Fr. John where we 
learnt about his calling, the 

concept of faith and were able to ask him questions. 
Another personal highlight was the session with 
Hannah from Ursuline Links. Here we reflected on our 
lives so far and who we want to be remembered as. 
This session most certainly helped participants refocus 
and consider their true purpose on this earth as people 
of faith. 
I certainly hope this retreat day is continued for year 12 as it was a great opportunity to disconnect from all 
the things that may be on ones mind following exams and focus solely on Gods love and grace in our lives. 
Rebecca O 12.1 

 
Wednesday 5th July came as a surprise to me as I wasn't expecting any 
sort of activity to be held throughout the morning or retreats for the 
year 12’s. But although it was a surprise, it was also something that I 
managed to take personally and seriously, due to the feeling it had 
brought to me. The retreat held meaning, understanding and richness 
in terms of reflecting on ourselves, lives, past, future and reaching out 
to God, which some of us don’t do as often as we should.  
The retreat was rewarding in many different ways. One because at 
some point, I got very emotional due to the fact I had deeply reflected 
on many different aspects in my life; the past, the present and also the 
future and how I had been distant with God and desperately trying to 
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fill in the gap between us. It had made me realise how important it was to seek God and how I want to be 
more spiritual in my life. The retreat, personally, was a good way to take time off and relax, especially due to 
the past stressful couple of weeks in the exam season, when everyone was stressed, panicky, anxious and 
nervous. This was a good way of relieving some of the pressures we were carrying on our shoulders. 
Pax Christi workshop and Hannah’s session was deep and meaningful as it made us really think about some of 
the harsh and conflicting events we go through in reality, especially Pax Christi’s, when given the choice to 
make between 2 conflicting options. Hannah’s was more of contemplating on our life choices, passions and 
decisions to make for the future, which is essential for us all, though the future is unknown, it I nice to have 
some sort of plans and alternatives.  
Overall, I really enjoyed the retreat.   
Sian Chinwuba 12.4 

 

6th Form News 

Oxford University ACS Event                                                                                                                                                            
On Tuesday, I was chosen by Oxford University's ACS to attend their 
Annual Access Conference for Year 12 students.  It was life changing!  

The conference completely changed my mindset as I had never considered applying 
to Oxford prior to the event, but now I probably will.  The conference was for 
students of African and Caribbean decent, who attend state schools, to motivate 
them to apply to universities like Oxford, regardless of their ethnicity.  I learnt so 
much from the team, made up of current and previous Oxford ACS students, they 

were so positive and inspired 
us to reach for the stars!  I 
was also lucky enough to 
meet Stormzy who was given 
the 'Person of the Year' award due to his huge 
contributions to ACS Oxford students.  Overall it was 
amazing and I wish I could relive the experience!                                                                                                                
Hannah Akhalu 
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Library News 
 
 

Authors in the making! 

If you want to read a really, really, really 
scary story just speak to Margaret 
Wanyana and Cherise Mahasoh Ekila 
who are seen here holding the poster of 
‘the bones’ of their story as part of a 
Year 8 English project. 
Let’s hope we see these two as 
published authors in the future. 
Look out Darren Shan… 
 

Ms Finlay, Library Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Careers 
 

 

Five important interview tips  
 
Business Executive Claude Littner from the 
Apprentice gives his expert advice on how to ace 
an interview. read more 

 

Higher and Degree Apprenticeship Guide  
 
If you have students thinking about a hands-on 
alternative to university, this free, downloadable 
guide to higher and degree apprenticeships gives 
the full picture. read more 

http://news.coa.co.uk/wk/5340
http://news.coa.co.uk/wk/5337
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5 ways to make the most of your summer 
If you're wondering what to do with yourself over the long summer 
holiday, we've got the antidote to 6 weeks of lie-ins and binge 
watching Game of Thrones! Here are 5 things you could do to 
make the most of your time when you break up. 
 
#1: Get yourself a summer job 
You might think the two words don’t go together, but a summer 
job is a great way to build your work skills while earning yourself a 
bit of spare cash. Make those skills count on your CV by using our 

free Work Experience Log to record your experience as you go along. 
 
#2: Be prepared for results day... and beyond 
Do you go weak at the knees just thinking about results day? You need to check out our guide to coping 
with the build up and the day itself. In Year 13? Make sure you know how to navigate clearing and what to do 
if you don't meet your offer 
 
#3: Going on a gap year? Be prepared! 
Off to uni in 2018 but taking some time out first? That's great, but it doesn't mean you can't make it count 
towards your career. You should also make sure your year out is properly planned (if you haven't already) and 
check out our ultimate guide to make it safe as well as memorable. 
 
#4: Off to uni? Know what to expect 
Not every student does, according to recent study. Accommodation will probably be your biggest expense, so 
choose wisely - and know your way around student finance if you haven't already sorted it. If you're just 
finishing Year 12, check out our uni advice to make sure you're ready for September. 
 
 
 

 

 
Google opens Digital Skills Academy in London 
 
 Google has announced a Digital Skills Academy to 
open in central London dedicated to ‘educating 
and inspiring everyone’ from schoolchildren to 
CEOs. read more 
 

 

 
What is a Radiographer? 
 
The Society of Radiographers has produced a 
useful guide on what it is like to work in this 
profession. read more 
 

Source: http://www.coa.co.uk/ 

 

http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=49fe70e2b7&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=49fe70e2b7&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=787311901a&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=787311901a&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=853056e0ac&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=8c4a6284b7&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=a803785d00&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=a803785d00&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=46aecbcfd2&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=46aecbcfd2&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=ed899e9be4&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=7fb758f32a&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=bc1d0ab093&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=dbb8e01a8c&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=45e5b9de47&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=b6cf6163bf&e=c65f91045f
http://news.coa.co.uk/wk/5339
http://news.coa.co.uk/wk/5342
http://www.coa.co.uk/
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#5: Be ready for your apprenticeship 
If it's an apprenticeship you're doing, make sure you're ready for your first day at work (and that you know 
what to wear). If you're not sure about uni - or you're in Year 12 - find out about degree and higher 
apprenticeships, which are a way into high-skilled careers via a paid job with training. 
Full details on https://successatschool.org/ 
 
Ms Finlay, Careers Coordinator 
 
 

 
 
 
Summer Holiday Courses 
Please see details on pages 15/16 

 
 

Results Days 2017 
A and AS level = Thursday 17th August 
GCSE = Thursday 24th August 
 
Results will be available between 9.00 and 11.00 in the Hall.  

Students should enter by the side blue gate and go up the back stairs to the Hall. 
 
Mr Challis and Mrs Wyatt will be in the Hall at this time and available in their offices after 11.00am. 
On 17th August the Library will be available for students to use the computers and have internet access for 
UCAS and university places. 
In the afternoon, on 17th and 24th August, careers advice will be available in the library. 
 
Enquiries About Results  
Year 13 A level students can request a priority re-mark or a photocopied script if a university place depends on 
the mark changing. 
Re-marks are available for all exam units taken this summer. Please note that marks can go down, stay the 
same or go up; and the new mark has to be accepted. Students can also request a copy of their script. 
Year 13 will receive a grade but will not know their actual mark or grade boundaries. Please see Mr Robertson 
and Mr Challis when you collect your results as they will have that information. 
All forms are available from Mrs Wyatt and the prices are shown below: 
 
GCSE 

BOARD RE-MARK (per 
script) 

PHOTOCOPY ORIGINAL 

EDEXCEL £35.90 £11.10 £11.10 

AQA £36.50 £13.95 £11.00 

OCR £45.60 £11.00 £11.00 

 
GCE 

BOARD RE-MARK (per 
script) 

PHOTOCOPY ORIGINAL 

EDEXCEL £41.70 £11.10 £11.10 

http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=9c6ebfb734&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=1939f19d5e&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=9858e41bbc&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=9858e41bbc&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=effecb7a96&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=adb983d049&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=adb983d049&e=c65f91045f
https://successatschool.org/
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AQA £42.25 £13.95 £11.00 

OCR £45.60 £11.40 £11.00 

WJEC £36.00 £11.00 £11.00 

  
GCE A Level Priority Re-mark 

BOARD PRIORITY 

EDEXCEL £49.70 

AQA £50.30 

OCR £56.30 

WJEC £46.00 

Deadlines: 
Priority GCE Re-mark= Thursday 24th August 
Photocopied GCE script = Thursday 24th August 
GCE/GCSE Re-mark= Thursday 21st September 
Original script = Thursday 28th September 
Mrs A Wyatt, Exams Officer 

 
SCHOOL DIARY 

 
Date Time Event Category 

Monday 17th July All Day Year 10 Reward Trip to 
Thorpe park 

Year 10 Students 

Tuesday 18th July All Day Counsellor Booking Selected Students 

Tuesday 18th July All Day Year 7 Reward Trip to 
Colchester Zoo 

Year 7 Students 

Wednesday 19th July All Day Year 8 Reward Trip to 
Thorpe Park 

Year 8 Students 

Wednesday 19th July 8.45 – 9.00a.m. UAFTA Awards Assembly 
for Year 9 

Year 9 Students 

Thursday 20th July All Day Non Uniform Day Whole School 

Thursday 20th July 1.40 – 3.20p.m. Ursuline Summer Fayre Whole School 

Friday 21st July 12.40p.m. End of Term Whole School 

 
REVISION DIARY 

Date Time Event Category 

Tuesday 12.40 -1.40p.m. Year 10 GCSE PE Revision Year 10 PE Students 

Wednesday 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Year 10 GCSE PE Revision Year 10 PE Students 

Thursday 12.40 – 1.30p.m. 10A English ‘Achieving 
Grade 8-9’ Intervention 

10A English Students 

Thursday 3.30 – 4.30p.m. Spanish Grammar 
Lessons  

Year 10 Spanish Students 
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